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Declaration on Palestine 
and the Jewish Problem 


(Adopted by Unanimous Vote at 
the Annual Convention of the 


American Federation of Labor, 
Oct. 14, 1942, Toronto, Ontario) 


HE AMERICAN Federation of 
Labor has ever been the friend and 
champion of the oppressed and per- 
secuted and has always been the stal- 
wart guard of the rights of minorities 
whether of nations or of peoples. We 
would therefore again pledge our whole 
support to the issues of freedom for 
every nation oppressed and persecuted 
by the despicable and hateful Nazi 
conqueror. We again pledge our fra- 
ternal and moral support to the claims 
of every oppressed national minority 
within every land, and the claims of 
any persecuted racial minorities now 
suffering under the yoke of the tyrant. 
Traditionally the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has affirmed its sympathy 
with one of the most unjustly and 
tragically persecuted of all minorities— 
the Jewish people. At present this 
unfortunate group of the human broth- 
erhood is enduring not only the usual 
barbarous and .detestable excesses of 
the Nazis towards conquered people— 
it is being subjected to a program of 
systematic extermination which puts 
all its past sufferings into the shade. 
We again reiterate and emphasize our 
profound sympathy with the Jewish 
people. We assure them of our warm 
Support in their just claims to that 
moral and practical recognition which 
is due to any historic, ethnic and cul- 
tural group. 

We deplore the incredible brutality 
which activates the behavior of their 
Nazi oppressors. We declare our com- 
plete sympathy with the national aspir- 
ations of the Jewish people towards 
collective security at the end of the 
present war. Since a start towards such 
security was made in the establishment 
of the National Homeland in Palestine 
for the Jewish people, we reaffirm our 
belief that the United Nations owe to 
them the continuance and the mainte- 
nance of this Homeland as a relief 
from their dreadful and inhuman per- 
secutions, as a guarantee of their cul- 
tural unity and continuity, as an instru- 
ment for their legal and international 
standing in the court of nations, and 
as a restitution for their national dig- 
nity, honor, and creative energies. 

In the post-war period of world re- 
organization that lies ahead, when the 
United Nations come to the problems 
of restoring the integrity of nations and 
groups now suffering under the lash of 
vile tyranny, we urge that they remem- 
ber also the claims and sufferings of the 
Jewish People, and take steps to guar- 
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antee freedom and equality to them in 
their adopted countries, as well as 
their independence under the Balfour 
Declaration on the soil of Palestine. 
We extend fraternal greetings to the 
Histadrut which ceaselessly toils to 
build a cooperative commonwealth 
through large-scale Jewish immigra- 
tion into Palestine and fosters mutual 


understanding with neighbors in Pales- 
tine and the surrounding countries. It 
looks with pride upon this pillar of 
democratic strength in the Middle East 
and believes every effort should be 
made to assure an early reconstruction 
of Jewish Nationhood in Palestine and 
with the maximum of international 
aid. 
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THE BALFOUR 


(On the Occasion of Its Twenty-fifth Anniversary ) 





DECLARATION 


by Chaim Weizmann 


HE BALFOUR DECLARATION was the result 

of multiple factors which were in operation at 
the time of its issuance. We were a group of Zionists 
in England at the time—including Achad Ha’am, 
Sieff, Marx, Sacher, Leon Simon, Joseph Cowen, Paul 
Goodman and others, and later Sokolow and Tsch- 
lenow—engaged in working for a satisfactory solu- 
tion of the Palestine problem. We were establishing 
contacts, discussing formulae, seeking friends and 
supporters among Jews and non-Jews. The work of 
this group of men was one of the factors responsible 
for the publication of the Balfour Declaration in 
1917. 

The first World War created an atmosphere which 
was receptive to the suggestion of radical changes in 
many arenas of world affairs. England, deeply in- 
volved in a war against a mighty foe, was eager to 
establish the closest possible ties with the United 
States, and to win the good will of the Jews the world 
over. But England was not the only power which 
sought the friendship of the Jewish people. The 
Germans, too, were making determined efforts in the 
same direction. 

The man who was President of the United States 
at the time was a firm believer in the self-determina- 
tion of all peoples, including the Jews. For in Mr. 
Woodrow Wilson’s eyes we were not a race, but 
definitely and unquestionably a people, a nationality. 
One single incident will suffice to prove the import- 
ance of the American view on this question. When 
the first draft of the Balfour Declaration was sent to 
President Wilson and to Louis D. Brandeis for their 
suggestions and approval, it was returned with 
several modifications in the text, including the 
change from “Jewish race” to “Jewish people.” This 
is the phrase which was incorporated in the Declara- 
tion in its final form. 


The positive attitude of the American Govern- 
ment toward the Jewish aspirations played an ex- 
tremely significant part in the developments which 
led to the Declaration. And so did the presence of a 
great many genuine friends of the Jewish people in 
England itself, men who were determined to see the 
restoration of Palestine as a Jewish land. 

It will go down in the annals of history that the 
original text of the Balfour Declaration, which the 
British Prime Minister and Foreign Secretary were 
about to issue in July 1917, spoke clearly of the 
establishment of a Jewish state. Furthermore, the 
qualifications and reservations which later appeared 
in the Declaration were not to be found in the 
origina] wording. Then, quite unexpectedly, the 


London Times printed a letter by the Conjoint Com- 
mittee, the official spokesman of British Jewry, op- 
posing the establishment of a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine. The letter came as a severe blow. Its first 
effect was to cause the withholding of the Declara- 
tion. Then the Government decided to reconsider the 
whole matter, and in order to clarify its views on the 
subject it addressed letters to eight prominent Jewish 
leaders—four Zionists and four non-Zionists—with 
inquiries concerning their attitude toward the Zionist 
demands. Of the Zionist leaders, the four who re- 
ceived the letters were the Chief Rabbi, Sokolow, 
Lord Rothschild and myself. Of the non-Zionists I 
recall the names of only two: Lucien Wolfe and 
Claude Montefiore. 

The answers to these letters were handed over to 
Lord Milner, a member of the War Cabinet at the 
time, and to his secretary, Leopold Amery, later 
Colonial Secretary and the present Secretary of State 
for India. These two men drew up the final text, 
which aimed at reassuring the non-Zionist leaders by 
guaranteeing to preserve the rights of the Jews the 
world over and the civil and religious rights of the 
non-Jewish communities in Palestine. Both Lord 
Milner and Amery were genuinely in favor of the 
Zionist aspirations, but the opposition of the “highly 
placed” Jews forced them into compromises. 


We counted many prominent Englishmen among 
our friends, who supported our work not out of poli- 
tical considerations but because they had a genuine 
interest in the re-establishment of the Jews as a free 
people in their ancient homeland. Among these 
were many who were opposed to the British admin- 
istration of the country, even for a brief period of 
transition. Lord Balfour himself was one of the first 
to express this view. Even General Allenby was not 
enthusiastic about the idea of British control over 
Palestine. It was his belief that Palestine was not 
needed for the protection of the Suez Canal, that the 
Canal could best be defended from the desert which 
provided a perfect natural barrier. We see now that 
even military leaders are not infallible or, at least, 
that new methods of warfare often call for a complete 
revision of the strategic conception of a given 
situation. 

These, then, were the circumstances which led to 
the issuance of the Balfour Declaration and which 
are responsible for the circumscriptions contained in 
it. 

The question is frequently asked: Were the Arabs 
at all considered in the negotiations which led to the 
Balfour Declaration? It is a known historical fact 
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that the Arabs constituted an important factor in all 
these negotiations. There was no opposition to the 
Balfour Declaration on the part of the Arab leaders. 
I met with the most representative Arab spokesmen 
myself and discussed the Zionist aspirations in detail. 
Most of them expressed the conviction that the re- 
turn of the Jews to Palestine would constitute a bless- 
ing for the entire Arab world. Emir Feisal, Colonel 
Lawrence and myself became close personal friends 
in the course of these discussions. The Emir, a desert 
prince of fine intellect and noble spirit, understood 
the justice of our claim and perceived the deep his- 
torical connection between the Jewish people and its 
ancient homeland. 

And what of the Palestinian Arabs? Were they 
kept informed of the developments? The only ele- 
ment among the Palestinian Arabs which had any 
political significance at the time was the Husseini 
family. Its members expressed their full agreement 
with the Jewish aspirations. The Mufti of Jerusalem 
at the time—an uncle of the present Mufti of Rome 
and Berlin—who was a close friend of ours, knew 
and approved of the agreement which we had reached 
with the Emir Feisal, as the representative of the Arab 
world. 

It was only later, when the promises which con- 
cerned not Palestine but other parts of the Arab 
world were not kept, that the Arabs became embit- 
tered and disillusioned. In their rancor they turned 
against us, against the settlement of the Palestine 
question in the manner of which they had once 
approved. 

It is my conviction that the promise contained in 
the Balfour Declaration would have been fulfilled to 
a much greater extent had we ourselves been better 
prepared for it. We were faced with a totally new 
situation. We, Russian Jews, inexperienced in the 
ways of the Orient, did not know how to approach 
the Arabs in the proper manner. The oriental, Seph- 
ardic Jewish communities might have come to our 
assistance, but they, with some notable exceptions, 
had failed to grasp the full historic significance of the 
hour. 

As I look back upon the last twenty-five years, 
years of many significant achievements, but of many 
unnecessary, avoidable obstacles and difficulties as 
well, there are several lessons that suggest themselves 
to me: 

First, we must return to our demands as they were 
formulated by us in 1917. They were understood 
and approved then, and will be understood and up- 
held today again. 

Secondly, we must guard against the treacherous 
enemy within the gates. We must seek out and 
organize all our friends, and neutralize the influence 
of our opponents. No price is too dear in return for a 
united stand of the Jewish people when it presents 
its case before the world. - 





JEWISH FRONTIER 


Thirdly, we must remember that we have many 
non-Jewish friends. They will, I hope, stand by our 
side, for no other reason than because of the justice 
of our cause. 

And finally, I am firmly convinced that we can 
reach a friendly understanding with the Arab world. 
The Near and Middle East presents tremendous pos- 
sibilities for post-war development. There is room 
enough and land enough for both the Arabs and 
several million Jews. We will and must make sure 
that the new colonization shall not only not cause the 
Arabs the least amount of harm but should greatly 
improve their well-being. But the settlement of the 
entire problem depends upon the Great Powers. If 
they speak to the Arab leaders firmly and clearly, 
they will encounter no opposition. The forward- 
looking Arabs know, as did the Arab leaders of 
twenty-five years ago, that the arrival of the Jews will 
give impetus and momentum to the Arab awakening. 
Had the Palestine administration demonstrated to the 
Arabs in the course of the twenty-five years that it was 
seriously bent upon implementing the provisions of 
the Mandate, there would have been no anti-Zionist 
movement among the Arabs today. That movement 
was born and fostered by wavering and equivocation. 

I believe in miracles, particularly if you work hard 
enough for them. We are witnessing a veritable 
miracle today: the preservation of Jewish Palestine 
in the midst of the havoc wrought by the present war. 
This miracle is bound to have a momentous psycho- 
logical effect upon the whole world, particularly 
upon the Arab world. But even if the future harbor 
reversals and adversities, I am moved by the firm 
conviction that in the last twenty-five years we have 
made the first important step toward the restoration 
of the Jewish people to a life of freedom and indepen- 
dence in Palestine. The other steps will surely follow. 
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THE BALFOUR DECLARATION AND 
AMERICAN INTEREST IN PALESTINE 


A documentary report issued in connection with the 
Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the Balfour Declaration. 
Contains the important official statements on the Balfour 
Declaration and the Palestine Mandate, as well as the 
salient facts with regard to Jewish achievement in 


Palestine in the past twenty-five years. 


Price, ten cents per copy 


Order from 
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FREEDOM IN AFRICA 


HERS SEIZURE of unoccupied France means 
the doom of the hundreds of thousands of refu- 
gees—Jewish and non-Jewish—now trapped by his 
henchmen. Every fighter against fascism—Spanish, 
French, Czech, Jewish,—who had managed to exist 
in some fashion in Vichy France, is now in Hitler’s 
hands. Those immured in the dubious safety of Vichy 
concentration camps and prisons will now be turned 
over to the certain destruction of the Nazi murder 
machine. Of the 200,000 Jews in that region, a few 
thousand may have managed to escape to Switzerland 
or to Portugal. One hesitates to speculate on the fate 
of the rest. 

But on the other side of this grim ledger, one can 
record that the arrival of American troops on North 
African soil means the liberation of other hundreds 
of thousands. The Spanish Loyalists and Jews who 
have been slaving in the forced labor group of the 
Trans-Sahara Railroad, the Jewish citizens of Colonial 
France who since July 31, 1941 have been subject 
to the Nuremberg Laws, will again know freedom. 
President Roosevelt’s statement on North Africa. is 
unequivocal on this point: “I have requested the liber- 
ation of all persons in Northern Africa who had been 
imprisoned because they opposed the efforts of the 
Nazis to dominate the world and I have asked for 
the abrogation of all laws and decrees inspired by 
Nazi government or Nazi ideologies.” These are 
good words to hear. The world has known too long 
what happens when the Nazi octopus extends its 
grip. It needed no further object lessons. At last 
the moment has come for other demonstrations to be 
given. With the entrance of American troops into 
Morocco and Algeria the breath of freedom has come 
again into the morass of fascist tyranny. It is hearten- 
ing that the first step in the process of redemption 
should have been taken under the American flag. 
Enslaved Europe has seen at last that where the Allied 
armies advance, liberation comes. 


THE Pro-HISTADRUT CONVENTION 


HE 18TH annual convention of the National 

Labor Committee for Palestine, scheduled for the 
Thanksgiving week-end, meets at a time when the 
entire democratic world has real reason to give 
thanks. The opening of the African front by Ameri- 
can troops and the rapidly changing scene in the 
Mediterranean area indicate that we are “over the 
hump,” and going into a new phase of the war, our 
side gaining the upper hand. Thoughts of earnest 
men are gradually turning to the blueprints of the 
post-war world. While we know that the end of the 
struggle against the Axis has not been certified for a 


specific date, and many more sacrifices will be made 
before final victory, the scene is much brighter than 
it has ever been since the fall of France. 

During the first three dark, bloody, nervous years 
of the war, the United Nations were short of trusted 
allies in the Middle East. The short-sighted British 
imperial policy prevented the strengthening of the 
sole democratic garrison in that zone—the Yishuv 
in Palestine. Only by dint of sheer perseverance did 
Jewish Palestine win the right to partial mobilization 
for the war effort. Yet, even this partial mobilization 
has added up to more than the total support given 
the democracies by all the Arab people who have 
been favorite sons of British administrators. 

Palestine’s war effort has been proportionately 
great because of the healthy composition of the Jew- 
ish population. The average age level and economic 
distribution of the Jews favor a high per capita use- 
fulness in economic and military services. Above 
all, this available manpower has been trained to give 
service, to make sacrifices for a higher aim. From 
this highly organized social-economic system springs 
the strength of the Histadrut. The way of the His- 
tadrut zs in essence a highly organized way of doing 
things for the national and social welfare of the Jew- 
ish people. For the past twenty-two years, the His- 
tadrut has sought to implement the social ideals of 
the national renaissance through creating social, eco- 
nomic, financial, educational, health, athletic, voca- 
tional and other cooperative enterprises, as well as 
through organized self-defense and organized meth- 
ods of bringing trained immigrants into the country. 

The Histadrut is therefore in a position to effect a 
sort of “selective service” of its men and women 
members. The 130,000 workers comprising the His- 
tadrut have been deployed to fill every need of the 
war emergency period. Some 20,000 are in the mili- 
tary services, 35,000 are in the war industries, 40,000 
are in agriculture, 15,000 are working on defense 
projects, and 20,000 are enrolled in various Home 
Guard units. 

By self-taxation, the Histadrut has managed to 
keep an even keel in spite of wartime uncertainties. 
Its magnificent cooperative medical system, Kupat 
Holim, is the largest in the Middle East, surpassing 
that of Hadassah and the government of Palestine 
combined. The agricultural collectives are rapidly 
introducing small industries, and some on not-so- 
small a scale, such as manufacturing packing boxes, 
bricks, farm equipment and other products. Tnuva 
has expanded its modern dairy plants, and is supply- 
ing fresh, pasteurized milk to American troops 
stationed in Palestine. 








Some of the Histadrut economic enterprises are 
self-sustaining. Some receive financial aid from 
national Zionist funds. However, in both instances, 
vital aspects of the social and economic program 
must be financed by special Histadrut sources, such as 
the National Labor Committee for Palestine. The 
vocational training program, in agriculture, industry, 
aviation and sea work, receives considerable support 
from the American Histadrut Campaign. “Nir,” 
which has done wonders in revamping the agricul- 
tural program of the labor settlements for wartime 
purposes, receives 40% of the funds sent to Palestine 
by the National Labor Committee. The Histadrut 
maintains contact with refugee groups stranded in 
various parts of the world, as well as the under- 
ground Hechalutz movement in Europe. The Arabic 
weekly, Hagiqat el Amar, recently suspended by the 
government, is largely financed with American 
money. 

Thanks to a policy of keeping the National Labor 
Committee for Palestine free from entangling alli- 
ances, which mean the surrender of the right to 
approach the public directly with the whole story of 
Histadrut achievements, the circle of pro-Histadrut 
sympathies has widened persistently during the war 
period. This has been matched by a steady rise in 
funds. For the first time, a net transmission of over 
£ 100,000 has been sent to the Palestine labor feder- 
ation during one fiscal year. 

Just as the Keren Hayesod is responsible for the 
over-all task of upbuilding Palestine, and the Jewish 
National Fund is the chief land-purchasing agency, 
so does the Histadrut Campaign enable the pioneer- 
ing manpower to fashion the cooperative common- 
wealth. It is to the credit of the National Labor 
Committee for Palestine that the achievements of 
Labor Palestine have been made known to Jewish 
workers, general Zionists, and to a goodly section of 
the non-Jewish labor and liberal America. As long 
as Palestine will need the financial assistance and 
moral support of American Jewry, so long will the 
National Labor Committee serve a useful purpose. 


ALL THE JEWS THAT’S Fit To HINT 


Mé* ARTHUR HAYS SULZBERGER, the pub- 
lisher of the New York Times, delivered an 
address on November 5 in which among other things 
he chose to state his views on several crucial Jewish 
issues. Not that Mr. Sulzberger’s sentiments had been 
in doubt heretofore. The New York Times has long 
been known for the discretion rather than the valor 
with which it has treated even such undebatable facts 
as anti-Jewish atrocities in Hitler’s Europe and anti- 
Semitic manifestations in the United States. Because 
of its Jewish ownership, the N. Y. Times has sys- 
tematically bent backwards in its zeal to demonstrate 
its impartiality to the world. The most malicious 
opponent could not with justice accuse the Times of 
raising its influential voice one shade too emphatic- 
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ally in regard to any Jewish question where the 
championship of a strong friend might be of use. 
“All the Jews that’s fit to hint” has been the Times 
policy wherever Jewish affairs were on the order of 
the day. 

As regards questions of Jewish nationalism, how- 
ever, the Times has been less circumspect. It has 
stated its opposition to a Jewish army and to Zionism 
in no uncertain terms. So it was hardly a surprise 
when Mr. Sulzberger, in the course of a report on a 
recent visit to England, saw fit to declare himself 
against a Jewish State in Palestine, and against a 
Jewish Army. 

Mr. Sulzberger urged that movements seeking to 
create a Jewish national army be ended, on the 
grounds that such agitation embarrasses Great Bri- 
tain. And once the Jews have stopped clamoring for a 
Jewish army, they might just as well be gentlemen 
and stop asserting any other rights of Jewish nation- 
hood. Mr. Sulzberger hastened to indicate that he 
knew that Jews had their troubles: “I would not have 
you think that I am unaware of the need for refuge 
for many people, including Jews, after this war is 
over. I know too that many Jews will seek the Holy 
Land. But let us keep it the Holy Land.” 

And how is the Holy Land to be kept a Holy 
Land? By not transforming it merely “into another 
nation, jealous of its own national rights.” To keep 
Palestine free from the blight of nationalism is Mr. 
Sulzberger’s deep desire, but the method he proposes 
seems, on the face of it, hardly calculated to achieve 
this objective. Mr. Sulzberger strangely enough hopes 
to exorcise the demon of nationalism from the Holy 
Land by the creation of “a great State out of several of 
the countries in that section of the world. I would 
make it sufficiently large so that the Arabs would 
welcome its might and never have cause to fear that 
the Jews who move there would upset the numerical 
balance of power.” 

Mr. Sulzberger is convinced that such a State would 
welcome refugees because the Arabs would feel 
secure. “Such a plan would provide the refuge we 
all seek to establish. It would, however, deny Jewish 
statehood, but in a world already plagued by too 
many nations, is that not right?” 

Unfortunately we cannot answer Mr. Sulzberger’s 
artless question in the affirmative. If Mr. Sulzberger 
were offering to de-chauvinize the Orient by. the cre- 
ation of a cosmpolitan Utopia as a model for man- 
kind, we might enter into a philosophic discussion 
on the merits and demerits of nationalism. But the 
publisher of the N. Y. Times is not indulging in 
internationalist dreams. His State, despite the vague- 
ness of his phraseology, is an Arab State, a powerful 
Arab federation whose “might” Arabs would wel- 
come, whose immigration laws Arabs would deter- 
mine. Only Jewish Statehood would be offered as a 
sacrifice to Mr. Sulzberger’s vision of a Holy Land 
untinted by vulgar nationalism. Arab Statehood, by 
some perverse logic, helps the Holy Land stay holy. 
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Arab nationalism is no blot on the sacred landscape; 
only a Jewish homeland would mar the soil of David 
and Isaiah. 


Mr. Sulzberger further amplified his views in a 
letter to Dr. Margoshes which appeared in The Day. 
We have all read this very letter before, and our 
grandparents have enjoyed a similar privilege. Mr. 
Sulzberger is a Jew “by faith only” and therefore 
can have no truck with the Promised Land. The Jews 
are not a nation. The Jews are not a race. The Times 
is not a Jewish paper, and Mr. Sulzberger is not a 
Jewish leader. He is a good American who inherited 
“a tradition of the Jewish faith.” 


No one will doubt the accuracy of Mr. Sulzberger’s 
description of himself and his paper. Nor do we pro- 
pose to re-argue the question of Jewish nationhood. 
If Mr. Sulzberger has not been convinced by con- 
temporary history which his publication so admirably 
records, we have little hope that our footnotes will 
help. But we cannot abstain from referring Mr. Sulz- 
berger to the November 18th issue of the New York 
Times where he will find an imposing list of stalwart 
Americans not of the “Jewish faith,” including such 
diverse figures as Herbert Hoover and Philip Murray, 
who have had no difficulty in locating a “Jewish 
people” in the world scene of to-day and who dare to 
believe that a “Jewish Army” belongs of right in 
the ranks of those who fight against oppression and 
slavery. And we are certain that few of these Gen- 
tile Americans would be able to understand why the 
creation of a Jewish homeland on the site of the 
historic Jewish faith should go so against the grain of 
some gentlemen of the “Jewish faith.” This sensi- 
tivity to Zionism is an allergy which afflicts protest- 
magnates and rabbinates exclusively. 


THE MorGENTHAU Hoax 


S phlnenign WEEKS AGO early risers were startled 
to hear radio broadcasters announce that Mr. Hen- 
ty Morgenthau Jr. was planning to resign from his 
post as Secretary of the Treasury in order to assume the 
leadership of the Zionist movement. His final decision 
was to be made pending consultation with President 
Roosevelt. This extraordinary information was of- 
fered by radio networks throughout the day; it also 
appeared in the public press. 


As Mr. Morgenthau has never been identified with 
the Zionist movement, informed listeners were not 
taken in. Besides, every Zionist knows that the lead- 
ership of the Zionist movement is not assumed by any 
figure, no matter how exalted, but is conferred by the 
democratic processes of election. Nor were the Zion- 
ists the only ones not deceived; the section of the pub- 
lic with an intelligent understanding of conditions in 
Washington knew what was up. Alert Americans did 
not have to wait for the subsequent details and retrac- 
tions to recognize an obvious canard. 





5 


It would be unwise to dismiss the hoax merely as 
an irresponsible rumor offered to the world in all 
innocence. On the face of it, there is nothing dis- 
creditable in the suggestion that Mr. Morgenthau 
become the head of the Zionist movement. On the 
contrary, such an honor is a compliment whose full 
scope Zionists in particular would appreciate. But in 
view of the complete lack of foundation for such a 
report, one can only view the launching of the rumor 
as a skillful attempt to injure Mr. Morgenthau in his 
capacity as a cabinet minister. Many of the millions 
of Americans who tuned in on the day’s news to hear 
that their Secretary of the Treasury was planning to 
resign his post at a critical moment in the nation’s 
history in order to head a “Jewish State” were bound 
to have been unpleasantly affected. Even those 
wholly free from anti-Semitic prejudice probably 
found it disconcerting to discover that one of the 
most responsible posts in the United States govern- 
ment should be in the hands of a man whose devo- 
tion to another cause made him ready to depart in a 
time of war. In this fashion, the report attempted to 
crystallize any latent sentiment against the “Jew in 
the Treasury” in an apparently unobjectionable 
manner. 

That Coughlinites and pro-Fascists have been car- 
rying on a foul campaign against the “Jew Deal,” 
“Rosenfeld,” and any Jewish members of govern- 
ment agencies is an old story. But their campaign 
has generally been limited to openly subversive sheets 
and hoodlum organizations. Since the barring of 
Coughlin from the big stations, such a campaign 
could not be carried by any major network. However, 
though the personality of Morgenthau has been an 
obvious target for the szb rosa machinations of pro- 
Nazi conspirators, the recent canard may stem from 
less patently treasonable sources. It appears to bear 
the earmarks of adroit anti-New Deal and anti- 
Administration propaganda rather than that of Nazi 
agents. 


The Secretary of the Treasury has won the disfavor 
of all reactionary elements because of his proposed 
tax program which attempts to place the burden of 
taxation on the shoulders of those best able to bear it. 
Morgenthau is opposed to the sales tax which would 
in effect tax the poor in greater measure than the rich. 
He favors the heavier taxation of larger corporations, 
and he has urged that state bonds, at present untax- 
able, should be subject to taxation. Such progressive 
measures inevitably rouse the opposition of the en- 
trenched Old Guard who consider their economic 
interests threatened. One need hardly point out how 
simple it is for various elements of this powerful 
group to plant misleading information in one of the 
newspaper chains they control, and consequently on 
the news broadcasts over the radio. 
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Jewish Palestine and the United Nations 


by Elbert D. Thomas 
United States Senator (Utah) 


Address Delivered at Carnegie Hall, New York City, Sunday, November 1, 1942, on the Occasion of 
the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Balfour Declaration. 


I HOPE you will forgive me if I begin this speech 
by saying a word about myself. As early as 1841 
or 1842, the leader of my people* sent a special mis- 
sion to Jerusalem to dedicate Palestine to the restora- 
tion of the Jews. I myself with my wife and my baby 
daughter wandered over the Holy Land as far back as 
1912, and one evening sat on the Mount of Olives 
and read that dedicatory prayer. The impression we 
received that night filled us so full with the idea and 
the mission of a restored Jerusalem that never once 
since then has the rightness of that idea left me. I say 
that because I feel from the inmost depths of my soul 
that Jerusalem will be restored and the great light of 
the Lord will go forth from Zion. 

We, of the democratic world, in contrast to our 
enemies, are animated by the religious impulse. We 
look upon the sufferings through which we are pass- 
ing as the birth pangs of a new world. A new day 
will be dawning for many nations, a day when 
ancient bitternesses and wrongs will be purged away, 
and humanity, conscious of its solidarity, will march 
forward to a new horizon. 

It is no swift and sudden Utopia that I offer you, 
but the deep faith that out of the present welter of 
blood and tears and sweat, mankind will set foot on 
the road to a brighter future. In this brighter future, 
what people in the world has a greater claim to a just 
share than the Jewish people? What people in the 
world has a greater right to expect that its homeless- 
ness, its landlessness, its helplessness, shall be red- 
ressed? Not only for the sake of the Jews but for the 
sake of all mankind this ancient wrong must be 
righted! 

The solution is obvious. The Jewish people must 
have a homeland. They must have a habitation and 
a name as a people, a place for the in-gathering of all 
their weary and all their oppressed. What that place 
is, is equally obvious. It is Palestine—the land of 
their ancient inheritance, the land that is associated 
with their glorious past. 

Twenty-five years ago the time for their return to 
their ancient land appeared to have ripened. The 
Balfour Declaration came as proof that the con- 
science of man with respect to the ancient wrong of 
Israel had at last been roused from callousness and 
lethargy to sympathetic understanding and decisive 
action. Tonight, as we recall that event, we have a 
right to regard it as a beacon light in one of the dark 
nights in human history. That beacon has burned 





* Senator Thomas belongs to the Mormon Community, in which 
he was born and reared.—Editors. 


and will continue to burn. Sometimes it has flick- 
ered. Sometimes it even seemed to be on the point 
of being extinguished. But it will not be extin- 
guished. The world of justice and justice-loving 
men, the world now gathered under the standard of 
the United Nations, will see to it that this beacon 
shall not be extinguished. 

And in the light of this beacon of fire we look 
down and we behold the valley of vision. We behold 
the dry bones of the dead that have come together 
and assumed flesh and life, and hope, and aspiration. 
We behold Israel resurrected. We see thousands of 
the worn and the bent and the weary winding their 
way towards the ancient land and we see the bent 
backs go straight. We see a new light kindled in 
their eyes, a new energy in their limbs. And we see 
the hillsides and the valleys of Palestine bloom again. 
We see groves and forests, villages and towns, 
schools and workshops rise again as if by magic. We 
are witnessing the reclamation of a land and the re- 
birth of a nation. And we hear the song of men and 
women who have been liberated, elevated and en- 
nobled. 

And who, I ask further, has been hurt or aggrieved 
by the happy transformation that has come over the 
Holy Land and over the people to whom it was 
promised? This, I declare, has been one of the few 
great transformations in history that have left no 
trail of victims. The Arabs of Palestine have also 
been among its beneficiaries. Their standards of liv- 
ing, their standards of health have been raised. Even 
while in other lands the Arab population has re- 
mained stationary, the Arab population in Palestine 
has increased in number, especially in those areas 
where Jewish enterprise has been most active. And 
with all the vast opportunities for national progress 
and national integration that have been opened to 
the Arab race, is it conceivable that their enlightened 
leaders will, in the words of Lord Balfour, “Begrudge 
the Jewish people that little notch which is Pales- 
tine’? That was not the attitude of their leaders 
twenty-five years ago. Quite to the contrary! Their 
attitude then was expressed by their great leader, the 
Emir Feisal, later King of Iraq, who, in a letter to 
Professor, now Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court, Felix Frankfurter, wrote, “We will wish the 
Jews a most hearty welcome home.” 

Much has been made of Arab opposition and it 
would be in place to say a further word on that sub- 
ject. It has been contended that the establishment of 
Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth conflicts with 
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Arab claims and the principle of self-determination 
has been invoked in this connection. Let me say that 
there has been no greater exponent of the doctrine of 
self-determination than Woodrow Wilson who actu- 
ally coined that phrase. What was his attitude and 
how did he reconcile his ardent support of the Zion- 
ist cause with his recognition of Arab rights? The 
historical record gives a clear and explicit answer to 
these questions. President Wilson was determined to 
do justice both to the Arab and to the Jewish peoples. 
It was largely his influence which swept away the 
secret treaties by which it was proposed to divide the 
Arab lands as spheres of influence or colonial posses- 
sions of various European powers. He insisted upon 
self-determination and freedom and independence 
for the Arabs in the Arab lands. But he insisted with 
equal vigor that small Palestine, the ancient Jewish 
homeland, should be set aside for the Jews. As the 
great apostle of self-determination he saw no contra- 
diction between the legitimate aspirations of the 
Arabs and the aspirations of the Jews. As a result of 
the Near East settlement which President Wilson 
sponsored, the Arab peoples have today more than a 
million square miles of territory at their disposal and 
in that vast territory a number of recognized Arab 
states in Saudi Arabia, in Iraq, in Syria and other 
countries. But the promise of Palestine to the Jewish 
people has not yet been fulfilled. 

It was Wilson’s view then, as it is mine today, that 
the Near East settlement must be regarded as a whole 
and that the Arabs, in claiming and receiving at the 
hands of victorious Allies the territories and the free- 
doms which they then acquired, became thereby a 
party also to the international settlement regarding 
Palestine. This is not, therefore, a question of the 
politics of Palestine or even of the politics of the 
Near East. It is, as has been well said, part of “the 
politics of civilization,’ which required that this 
small strip of territory be reserved in order to solve 
an age-old world problem—the problem of Jewish 
homelessness. 

I have long been a devoted student of the Orient* 
and a sincere friend of Oriental peoples—the Hin- 
dus, the Chinese, yes, even of the Japanese people. I 
would now say to the Arab peoples and their leaders: 
Your fate and future depend upon the victory of the 
United Nations and upon the democratic world order 
we are trying to achieve. You will either stand with 
us or fall under the heel of the most merciless tyranny 
of all times. If you desire, as I am confident you do, 
to stand with the democracies, to win with the democ- 
racies, and to share with the democracies the fruits of 
victory, you must be prepared to share our democratic 
responsibilities. One of the democratic responsibil- 
ities which we cannot and will not evade, is the 
responsibility of civilization toward the Jewish 


* Senator Thomas was engaged for a number of years in mis- 
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people and the solemn pledge of civilization to 
restore the Jewish people to its homeland. 

To all men to whom it is given to see design in the 
history of mankind, the vision of Israel resurrected 
and restored is a thrilling experience. It is a consum- 
mation which all men of good heart and good will 
have devoutly wished for. I need hardly recall again 
that the Balfour Declaration would not have been 
issued were it not for the cordial and eager approval 
of Woodrow Wilson, then President of the United 
States. And five years later, in 1922, the Congress of 
the United States adopted a resolution, without a dis- 
senting vote, “that the United States of America favors 
the establishment in Palestine of a national home for 
the Jewish people,” thus setting its seal of approval 
on the Balfour Declaration. 

Today, Jewish achievement in Palestine is more 
convincing than ever. Today, Palestine is in fact if 
not in form, one of the United Nations. The Jews of . 
Palestine are fighting in the armies of the United 
Nations. Their factories and workshops are producing 
war equipment for the United Nations. The fields 
and groves of Palestine are producing food for the 
soldiers of the United Nations. Today, also, the 
urgency of the Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine 
for the postwar solution of the tragedy of the Jews of 
Europe is more obvious than ever. 

Liberal forward-looking America therefore stands 
four square for a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine 
after the war! A Jewish Commonwealth that shall 
be an honorable member of the society of nations. 
And let no one have any misgivings as to the attitude 
of America. No one has perhaps better expressed 
that attitude than he who is now our Commander-in- 
Chief, Franklin Delano Roosevelt. These are his 
words: “Out of the World War,” he has said, “came 
a matter of great spiritual significance—the establish- 
ment of a Homeland for the Jewish people, recog- 
nized as such by the public law of the world. In the 
realization of this aim the United States played a 
leading role. I know how close it was to the wish of 
President Wilson. The formal terms of its expression 
during the war, the so-called Balfour Declaration, 
had his personal approval, and he did much to have it 
written into the peace treaty... Jewish achievement 
in Palestine since the Balfour Declaration vindicates 
the high hope which lay behind the sponsorship of 
the National Homeland. The Jewish development 
in Palestine since the Balfour Declaration is not only 
a tribute to the creative powers of the Jewish people, 
but by bringing great advancement into the sacred 
land has promoted the well-being of all the inhabit- 
ants thereof.” 

And may I finally cite another piece of evidence 
on the attitude of America in the formation of the 
American Palestine Committee, headed by my friend 
and colleague, that veteran champion of the Zionist 
cause, Senator Robert F. Wagner, of which I have 
the honor to be a member. This Committee counts 
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among its membership hundreds of leaders of Amer- 
ican thought and action, and aims—I quote the of- 
ficial formulation—“to give every possible encourage- 
ment” to the Jewish national home. 

It also augurs well for the Zionist cause that this 
great meeting has been sponsored not only by the 
Zionist bodies, but by such organizations as the Free 
World Association, the League of Nations Associa- 
tion, the Committee for the United Nations and the 
Church Peace Union. It indicates a significant trend 
—the rallying to your side of those progressive forces 
which are deeply concerned for the cause of interna- 
tional cooperation and are fighting for a more effec- 
tive integration of the community of nations. 

Vice-President Wallace has already repudiated the 
suggestion that the coming century will be the “cen- 
tury of America” and declared that it is to be the 
_ “century of the common man.” I heartily agree with 
him. I hope I shall not be misunderstood if I add 
that in another sense the coming century is likely to 
be the century of Asia. By that I mean that in the 
generations which are to come we shall witness a 
mighty reawakening of that Mother of Continents 
which now shelters almost one-half of the whole 
human race. There is no power on earth which can 
arrest this process. I for one shall welcome the prog- 
ress of the peoples of Asia and the attainment of their 
full stature. But it is a matter of the greatest concern 
to the Occident and to civilization as a whole that this 
development shall proceed along democratic lines; 
that the new Asia which is being created shall be the 
understanding partner of the Western Democracies 
in our New World Order. Today the democratic 
ferment is at work in three parts of that vast conti- 
nent. At its Eastern end, the democratic ferment is at 
work among the Chinese. In central Asia it is at work 
in India, and in the Western extremity of Asia a new 
and potent force is working toward the building of 
a democratic civilization: it is the Jewish people re- 
turning to Palestine, not as exploiters, nor as the tools 
of imperialism, but as pioneers, as democrats, as the 
builders of a free, cooperative human society. It is, 
if you like, a great pincers movement of democracy— 
a three-pronged movement which is enveloping that 
continent and which, if successful, will help to usher 
in a new era not only for Asia but for the world. 

Liberal America therefore says to the Jews of the 
world: Go forward and achieve your historic destiny! 
Go forward and rebuild your ancient inheritance! 
And to the Jews of America, who are an integral 
and valued part of the American people, we, their 
fellow citizens, say: Throw yourselves heart and soul 
into this great enterprise! As you do so, our esteem 
for you will not diminish but increase! We under- 
stand your cause. We understand the work you are 
doing! 

But it is not to the Zionists and to the Jews alone 
that I address myself. It ts to the responsible states- 
men of Great Britain and America and the United 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


Nations. I speak to the molders of public opinion and 
to the conscience of Christendom. I believe in ap- 
proaching all our great problems in the simplest way. 
The world is in the midst of war. The more differ- 
ences between the Allies can be settled while we are 
still at war, the easier will be the making of the 
peace and the more just will be the peace when the 
time comes for writing the treaties. We have just had 
an example of how that can be done. In the case of 
China, an old problem and a standing grievance has 
been settled by the agreement reached between the 
democracies to end extra-territoriality in China. In 
the same way I propose that the Jewish problem, the 
problem of Jewish homelessness, the status of the 
Jewish people and its future after the war, the prob- 
lem of Palestine be settled NOW. 

The time has come to break silence. I suggest that 
we abandon the inverted logic, which would say that 
because these problems are acute and pressing and 
difficult, therefore they should not be faced but 
evaded and postponed. This is the first year of the war 
for us in America. It is the fourth year of the war for 
Britain. But it is the tenth year of the war for the 
Jewish people. It is the first time in history that the 
physical extermination of a whole people—the Jew- 
ish people—has become the declared policy, in fact, 
one of the major policies and war aims of a powerful, 
aggressive nation. What is our answer to that chal- 
lenge hurled in the face of the democracies? Are we 
too timid or too weak to pick up that challenge and 
state forthrightly what is our policy, the policy of 
the democracies, the policy of the United Nations 
with regard to the Jewish people and its future? If 
we are honest and courageous, if we are clear about 
the basic issues of this global war, then I say the ques- 
tion of the Jewish future and the Jewish Homeland 
is the last question on which we can afford to be silent 
or evasive. 

Tonight should we not demand that an end be put 
to hesitation and ambiguity? We want no more vague 
phrases and generalities. We want recognition to be 
accorded to the Jewish people. We ask for the recog- 
nition of the fighting Jews of Palestine as our Allies. 
We propose recognition of the Jewish National 
Home as one of the United Nations. We expect not 
merely the reaffirmation of the Balfour Declaration; 
we demand its full and complete implementation. 
We seek the establishment of a Jewish Common- 
wealth in Palestine as one of our war aims and peace 
aims. We ask that the Jewish people be given direc- 
tion over its own affairs in its homeland. We demand 
for the Jewish people a free hand to build a demo- 
cratic Jewish Commonwealth. We ask, moreover, 
that these things be recognized and that these policies 
be declared now. 

Only by so doing will we of the democracies meet 
our responsibility to the Jewish people and discharge 
our obligation before man and God. 
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Balfour Day Statements and Messages 


TNT 


FIELD MARSHAL JAN CHRISTIAN SMUTS 


I wish to assure you that my faith in the Balfour 
Declaration remains unabated. The promise of a 
Jewish National Home should be carried out to the 
letter and it is my belief that the situation after this 
war will give added force and opportunity to the ful- 
fillment of that promise. To this I have repeatedly 
given public expression and I repeat it now. More 
than ever before should we keep faith and keep that 
promise. 


PROFESSOR REINHOLD NIEBUHR 


(Union Theological Seminary, New York) 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Union for Democratic Action 


The 25th anniversary of the Balfour Declaration 
must be observed with gratitude for the achievements 
in Palestine in the past quarter century, during which 
the Jews of the world have established a great cul- 
tural center and a new civilization in Palestine which 
has not only been a haven to thousands of Jews driven 
from Europe by one of the most terrible political 
maniacs of all the ages, but which has also raised the 
social and living standards of the population indigen- 
ous to Palestine. 

The 25th anniversary must be observed with a 
high resolve that the work begun after the last world 
war must be continued and finished. 

The necessities of the Jewish people at present are 
more desperate and urgent than when the Balfour 
Declaration was made. Since that time they have 
become the first and the chief victims of a scourge 
which has devastated Europe. Even when Hitler is 
defeated, their problem is not solved. Many doors 
once partly open to them will now be closed by 
poverty and prejudice. The whole world owes the 
Jews something more than sympathy. It owes them a 
statesmanlike sympathy for and support of their great 
enterprise in Palestine, so that they will at last have a 
homeland in which they do not live by sufferance but 
which they may call their own. 

Many desperate problems of reconstruction will 
face us after the war. But none is more urgent than 
this one. Like every other problem it does not belong 
to a single nation. It is the common concern of all 
the United Nations. Together they must adopt 
policies which will make the future of the Jews as 
hopeful as that of any other people. We owe this 
support to the Jews not only as a matter of simple 
justice but as penance and retribution for the wrongs 
which they suffered in our world even before Hitler 
corrupted the life of Europe. 


VISCOUNT ROBERT CECIL 


I trust that victory of the United Nations will 
secure Jewish freedom and independence, guaranteed 
by the existence of a Jewish State. 


* * * 


JUSTICE FELIX FRANKFURTER 


Some twenty years ago he who gave to the Balfour 
Declaration its historic name, wrote that the effects 
of Zionism would not be limited to a narrow strip of 
territory on the eastern shores of the Mediterranean, 
they would be world-wide. Zionism was no mere 
local adventure but a serious attempt to mitigate age- 
long miseries created for Western civilization by the 
existence of the unsolved Jewish Problem. Surely for 
this, if for no other reason, said Lord Balfour, Zion- 
ism should be supported by all men of good will 
whatever their country and whatever their creed. 
Lord Balfour’s prophecy has been underwritten by 
events never contemplated even by his imagination. 
But these events have also underscored the wisdom 
that underlies the Balfour Declaration and the civil- 
ized purposes at which it aimed. 


* * * 


SENATOR RoBERT F. WAGNER 


(Chairman, American Palestine Committee) 


Please extend my warmest personal greetings to 
those present at your meeting Sunday night com- 
memorating the 25th Anniversary of the Balfour 
Declaration. The principle of that great document is 
sanctified by the common consent and approval of 
the civilized world. Its pledge is sealed by the blood 
and the suffering of millions of homeless and op- 
pressed Jews. Its future is fortified by the incredible 
achievements wrought in Palestine by hundreds of 
thousands of permanent settlers. That work must go 
on with full and free immigration, now and after the 
war. The American Palestine Committee under my 
chairmanship will shortly release a further statement 
signed and approved by this great cross-section of 
American opinion. I repeat, the goal of a Jewish 
Commonwealth in Palestine will be fulfilled. 


¥ * * 


JAN MASARYK 
Czechoslovak Minister of Foreign Affairs 


We are proud that our Jewish brethren felt at 
home in my country and it is our irretrievable resolve 
to welcome them back once the Hitlerite plague is 
definitely removed from civilized society. 
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Twenty-five years ago the Balfour Declaration 
gave the Jewish people hope for the future. None of 
us could have even dreamed then what was in store 
for them. My Government and myself want to assure 
you of our deep sympathy and understanding. I per- 
sonally shall never rest till human dignity is returned 
to those sons and daughters of Israel, who will escape 
alive out of the Teutonic Beelzebub’s clutches. 

Palestine is almost the only star in the stormy skies 
of present day iniquity. I hope and pray that the 
United Nations will succeed in destroying Hitler 
before his devilish plans of annihilation are realized. 
There is not a minute to be lost. There are too many 
graves already. 

* * * 


WENDELL L. WILLKIE 


Because my time was so limited during my recent 
visit in Palestine I was able to see only part of what 
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the Jews have done there to bring the promise of the 
Balfour Declaration to fruition. I was, however, 
able to talk to some of your leaders who told me of 
your handicaps and of your accomplishments and 
also made plain to me the real contribution the Jews 
in Palestine were making to the united war effort. 
Your case for a National Home has always rested 
upon historic rights and international law. Hitler's 
program of extermination of the Jewish people has 
made it a case for the conscience of mankind. The 
doors of Palestine will have to be opened for the 
homeless Jews of Central and Eastern Europe who 
will survive this war. The extent of that immigration 
must be measured by the needs of the Jewish people. 
While one cannot foresee the exact organization 
which will follow this war, the establishment of a 
Jewish National Home in Palestine in fulfillment of 
the promise contained in the Balfour Declaration 
must find its rightful place in the new world order of 
tomorrow. 


DR. MAGNES FOUNDS A PARTY 


by Shlomo Grodzensky 


I. 

spent JEWS were not surprised this past 
August when they learned that Dr. J. L. Magnes, 
President of the Hebrew University, had become the 
father of a new political party, the Ichud. Dr. Mag- 
nes’ utterances and activities since the beginning of 
the present war had prepared them for this event. It 
has been obvious for some time that after a period of 
political quiescence Dr. Magnes was again attempting 
to solve the Arab-Jewish tangle. He had tried to do it 
during the first World War and in the early twenties 
when the object of his attacks was that “diplomatic 
Zionism,” which was in his opinion guilty of deliv- 
ering the Jewish people, “bag and baggage, to a 
single Imperialist Government in return for a 
political declaration.” He tried again during the 
riots of 1929 when he joined with Mr. St. John 
Philby, that intriguing British-Moslem automobile 
salesman in Saudi-Arabia, to find a “just solution for 
the Arab-Jewish conflict.” The present war seems to 
have filled Dr. Magnes once more with a sense of 
this mission which he himself has defined on several 
occasions as that of “saving Palestine from civil war.” 
Early in 1940, the Magnes circle started the publi- 
cation of a new monthly “B’ayyoth Hayom” (‘“Prob- 
lems of Today”). Every new issue made Palestinian 
Jews wonder about the role which this group was to 
play in the politics of Palestine during and after the 
war. The political stand of the publication “B’ayyoth 
Hayom” could not be defined as anything but an 
acceptance, perhaps with some minor reservations, of 
the policies of the White Paper of 1939. Here is a 
characteristic comment on a speech in which David 


Ben-Gurion criticized the immigration policies of the 
Palestine Government. “B’ayyoth Hayom” writes: 
“Palestine can under no circumstances receive all 
those immigrants who come here under the pressure 
of the terrible persecutions . . . Jewish mass immigra- 
tion is not in keeping with Palestine realities. The 
last White Paper permits, as it is well known, the 
immigration of only 70,000 more Jews into the coun- 
try. And it is possible that half of that number has 
already come in [since the issuance of the White 
Paper] ... After this quota has been filled immigra- 
tion into Palestine will depend, in accordance with 
the law and the logic of the facts, on the consent of 
the Arabs.” 

Until September 1939, Dr. Magnes and his friends 
kept criticizing Zionism for its dependence on British 
imperialism. After the declaration of war, however, 
Dr. Magnes publicly renounced his former pacifism. 
With this change of mind came a change of tactics in 
the attacks of the group against “political Zionism.” 
The Zionist movement was now called upon to re- 
nounce its “extremist demands” in the name of win- 
ning the war. 

We quote again from “B’ayyoth Hayom”: “Every 
action which may weaken Arab sympathies for Eng- 
land must be regarded as an enemy action; we have 
no right to put ourselves in a position which may be 
interpreted [!] as an unfriendly attitude towards the 
Arabs. ... Let us not place any hindrances in the 
way of the creation of an atmosphere of confidence 
between the two peoples [the English and the Arabs | 
by ascribing a special Zionist role to the formation 
of Jewish [military] units . . . The interests of the 
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Arabs must become our interests, their aims our aims.” 


The striking correspondence between the views of 
the Magnes group and the government responsible 
for the White Paper is most marked on the question 
of the participation of Palestine Jews in the war. 
That the Magnes group has from the very beginning 
been opposed to the formation of a Jewish army, is 
well known. It did not stop at this, however. It 
opposed every attempt on the part of the Jewish 
community to organize recruitment into the British 
Army. Since the mandatory government cannot draft 
the population into the army, the Jewish Community 
has succeeded in organizing a sort of voluntary mobil- 
ization. All Jews of military age have been declared 
“drafted.” Those among them who refuse to join the 
army without showing satisfactory grounds for ex- 
emption are publicly branded as “evaders.” The pres- 
sure of the community is used to ostracize “evaders” 
and wherever possible to have them dismissed from 
their jobs. When several students of the Hebrew 
University were included among the draftees, Dr. 
Magnes declared that the Jewish Agency had no right 
to engage in activities which were the prerogative of a 
government. In acting as a government within a 
government, the Jewish Agency was guilty of pre- 
sumptuous behavior, and a chauvinistic nationalism 
which is not in keeping with the broad international- 
ism so needed for winning the war. 

All these activities have left no doubt that Dr. 
Magnes and his circle saw in the war an opportunity 
to become an independent factor in Palestine politics. 
In mid-August a meeting was held in Jerusalem at 
which the formation of a new party was officially 
proclaimed. The sessions were closed to the public 
but it was known that the meeting was called at the 
invitation of Dr. Magnes, Prof. Martin Buber, Hen- 
rietta Szold, Moshe Smilansky and a few other, less 
well-known personalities. Most participants at the 
meeting were, it would seem, German and American 
Jews. Although some of them have contributed con- 
siderably to Zionist thought and work, most of them 
have been known to stand aloof from the organized 
Zionist movement in the last twenty years. 

The meeting made public the following declara- 
tion: 

“Firstly, it (the Ichud) adheres to the Zionist movement 
insofar as this seeks the establishment of a Jewish national 
home or Jewish people in Palestine and to struggle through- 
out the world for a new order in international relationship 
and for a union of large and small peoples for a life of free- 
dom and justice without fear of oppression and want. 

“Secondly, the Ichud therefore regards a union between 
the Jewish and Arab peoples as essential for building up 
Palestine and for meeting its basic problems. It will strive 
for cooperation between the Jewish world and the Arab 
world in all branches of life—social, economic, cultural and 
political—thus making for a revival of the whole Semitic 
world. 

“Thirdly, the main political aims of the Ichwd are: Firstly, 
a government in Palestine based upon equal political rights 
of the two peoples; secondly, agreement of a steadily grow- 
ing Palestine Jewry and the whole Jewish people to a feder- 
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ative union in Palestine and neighboring countries. This 
federative union should guarantee national rights of all 
people within it; thirdly, a covenant between the federative 
union and Anglo-American Union which would be part of a 
future union of free peoples. This union of free peoples 
will bear the ultimate responsibility of establishment of 
stability in international relations in the new world after 
the war.’* 

A reader of this statement who is not familiar with 
the problems of Palestine may not understand why 
the Palestine Yishuv received the Ichud with unan- 
imous and vehement indignation. To those who have 
followed the activities of Magnes and his friends since 
1929, the reports of this meeting and the declaration 
quoted above seemed to confirm their worst 
fears. There was the curious phrasing of the condi- 
tions upon which the Ichud considered itself part of 
the Zionist Movement. What is the meaning of adher- 
ence to the Zionist movement “insofar as it seeks to 
struggle throughout the world for a new order in 
international relationship and a union of the peoples 
large and small for a life of freedom and justice with- 
out fear of oppression and want”? Even agreeing in 
principle that such an international order is in itself 
desirable, one may still ask why this must be the con- 
dition for adherence to the Zionist movement. Many 
viewpoints on the best possible social order are repre- 
sented in the Zionist movement. There are probably 
some Zionists who entertain doubts as to the possibil- 
ity of establishing a world Federal Union after the 
war. Furthermore, shall the world Zionist Organiza- 
tion officially declare itself for such an international 
order? Is it possible to expect a movement speaking 
for a small people with very little weight in world 
affairs to commit itself to one solution among the 
many possible after this war? And is it not a bit pre- 
sumptuous on the part of a few irresponsible gentle- 
men in Jerusalem to decide upon the solution of vast 
problems about which even the leaders of the great 
nations still feel unprepared to make definite com- 
mittments? 

In bald contrast to the too precise stand on inter- 
national affairs expressed in the Ichud program is 
its evasive stand on the crucial and pressing problems 
now facing Zionism. The Jewish people is to give its 
full support to the establishment of a “federative 
union.” But is Jewish support for such a “federative 
union” to be considered as a mere “philanthropic” 
gesture or as a Zionist policy? To put it very crudely, 
what are the Jews to ask of the “federative union” in 
exchange for their support? The declaration contains 
only one reference to this point, “This federative 
union shall guarantee national rights to all people 
within it.” If the ratio of the Jewish and Arab popu- 
lation in Palestine should remain at its present stage, 
it would mean that the Jews are, at best, to enjoy 
national minority rights within the federative union. 
It cannot be otherwise unless the Jewish people is 
given specific rights which make it possible to change 


* New York Times, September 5, 1942. 
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the Jewish position in Palestine—that is, the rights of 
immigration, purchase of lands, colonization, etc. 

The authors of the declaration must have felt that 
their silence on these vital aspects of the Palestine 
problem would make it very vulnerable to Zionist 
criticism. They, therefore, tried to cover up their re- 
treat from Zionism in a phrase casually inserted in 
one of the paragraphs of the declaration. In para- 
graph 3b they speak of “agreement of a steadily 
growing Palestine Jewry and the whole Jewish peo- 
ple to a federation union in Palestine and their neigh- 
boring countries.” 

The framers of the declaration must have hoped 
that the Zionist ring of the phrase “steadily growing 
Palestine Jewry” would have a soothing effect on the 
Zionist public which is bound to approach any dec- 
laration emanating from those quarters with a certain 
distrust. If such was their purpose, they made a gross 
miscalculation. This ambiguity, instead of pacifying 
the Zionist public, increased its suspicion. For the 
declaration does not answer the simple question: 
How will Palestine Jewry be able to grow steadily 
after the Arab federative union is established without 
being given guarantees as to the right of immigration, 
purchase of land, and colonization? 


Il. 


Although the Ichud counts among its founders a 
number of people who are known to have views of 
their own on the Arab-Jewish problem, the above 
declaration bears the authentic imprint of its founder, 
Dr. Magnes. Ever since the days of the Balfour Dec- 
laration, Dr. Magnes has held the view that the 
Arabs were opposed to Zionism principally because 
they were peeved that the Jews had turned to the 
English rather than to the Arabs with their claims. 
But the mistake has been made and the damage done. 
Now the Jews have no alternative but to accept any 
status that the Arabs may be willing to grant them. 
Dr. Magnes, however, always seems to be hinting that 
after the Jews have expiated for their offense against 
Arab amour propre, the latter will undoubtedly 
reward them. Those rights and opportunities which 
the Jews have received from the hands of the British 
who had no right to grant them will be re- 
turned to them by the Arabs—but only after the Jews 
have first relinquished them voluntarily. 

Dr. Magnes’ views regarding the solution of the 
Palestine problem have undergone a considerable de- 
velopment in the last twenty years. Ever since 1915 
Dr. Magnes has been contending that Jewish rights 
in Palestine—immigration, settlement on the land, 
and cultural autonomy—could be secured through 
direct negotiations with the Arabs, thus avoiding the 
tragedy of the Jewish National home leaning on the 
bayonets of “an imperialist power.” The absorptive 
capacity of Palestine Dr. Magnes valued at 3,000,- 
000 people. Since room must be reserved for the 
natural increase of the Arabs, the Jews have a right 
to hope that they will some day expand into a com- 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


munity of one million souls, constituting one third of 
the general population. The Jews have no moral right 
to strive to become the majority, but they certainly 
have the most unquestioned right to immigrate to 
Palestine within the boundaries of its economic ab- 
sorptive capacity. On this right Dr. Magnes insisted 
—sometimes very strongly. Thus he wrote in a letter 
to the Jewish Chronicle in 1921: “But when once 
the Jewish people is convinced inwardly of the justice 
and generosity and reasonableness of its cause, it is 
the primary duty of leadership to be inexorable and 
unyielding in the struggle to achieve concrete results. 
Such a point, for example, is free Jewish immigration 
to Palestine. There is no right anywhere in the world 
if the harassed Jews have not the right to enter the 
land of Israel and labor to make it their home. This 
does not mean necessarily that hordes of Jews must 
be admitted at once if physically the land cannot 
absorb them. But that is one thing, and a point open 
to argument and adjustment; and another thing is, to 
restrict Jewish immigration from political, or imper- 
ialistic, or nationalistic, or other motives.” 


This, despite Dr. Magnes’s doubts as to the objec- 
tive capacity of Palestine to absorb a large-scale Jew- 
ish immigration, is a far cry from his present 
stand. In the two decades that have elapsed since 
Dr. Magnes’ letter to the Jewish Chronicle our 
achievements in Palestine as well as the researches of 
competent students have proved beyond doubt the 
great and gradually increasing economic absorptive 
capacity of Palestine. Even the Arab nationalists no 
longer claim that there is no room in Palestine for 
more immigrants. Nevertheless, the principle of the 
economic absorptive capacity has been rejected by the 
MacDonald White Paper of 1939 and the subsequent 
land law of 1940. The doors of Palestine are to be 
restricted to Jewish immigrants solely for “political, 
or imperialistic, or nationalistic, or other motives.” 

Such is the present situation. We have reached the 
point where, according to Dr. Magnes of 1921, “it is 
the primary duty of leadership to be inexorable and 
unyielding in the struggle to achieve concrete results.” 
Have the Jews ever been more “harassed” than they 
are today? Can there be any right anywhere if our 
tortured and beaten masses are robbed of their right 
“to enter the land of Israel and labor to make it their 
home”? Have we not reached the limits of com- 
promise? 

Dr. Magnes and his circle have not. They seem to 
have moved along with the colonial office and the 
British Administration towards the complete aban- 
donment of Jewish rights in Palestine. In the declar- 
ation of the Ichud no mention is made of immigra- 
tion, purchase of land, or colonization. The Jewish 
people is to-support the Arab “federative union” if 
the Jews who are already in Palestine are granted 
national rights. They are to constitute a national 
minority in an Arab country. Can one help recalling, 
at this point, the fate of the Assyrians in Iraq who 
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were guaranteed national rights by the Moslem ma- 
jority and “protected” by the League of Nations? 
Today there are few Assyrians left in Iraq; they 
have been massacred or expelled from the country. 

If we have sketched this journey backwards that 
Dr. Magnes has made since 1921, we do not thereby 
intend to give our approval to his political starting 
point. The status of a permanent minority was as un- 
justified economically and morally in 1921 as it is 
today. We merely intended to make clear that even 
from the point of view of Dr. Magnes of 1921 the 
present program of his circle is not a contribution 
towards a “new order in international relationship” 
and a “union of large and small peoples for a life of 
freedom and justice without fear of oppression and 
want.” It is, in Dr. Magnes’ own terms, a rather base 
capitulation to the threat of force, to a specific injus- 
tice which makes all justice a meaningless fraud. 


Ill. 


The political debut of the Ichud ended with a little 
epilogue, which is a telling commentary on the men- 
tality and sense of responsibility of these harbingers 
of peace in the “Holy Land.” 

The August declaration of the Ichud met with gen- 
eral indignation in Palestine and was rejected by all 
sections of the Zionist Movement in the United States. 
As the storm of protest was rising the Ichud issued a 
new statement. We shall quote the first two para- 
graphs of this statement, as reported by the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency in a Jerusalem cable on October 
Oth. 

(1) The Ichud party favors continued Jewish immigra- 
tion, Opposes any measure which would result in the Jews 
of Palestine permanently remaining a minority, aims to 
create a political and economic situation which would en- 
able the absorption of the greatest possible number of Jew- 
ish immigrants in Palestine, and is for complete political, 
social, cultural and economic cooperation with the Arab 
population. 

(2) It is the opinion of the Ichud party that political 
progress based upon equal rights for the peoples of Pales- 
tine and the inclusion of Palestine in a federative union 
with the neighboring countries guaranteeing the basic 
rights and essential interests of all involved, constitutes an 
effective and most helpful way of securing enlarged immi- 
gration. 

One must search far and wide to find a volte face 
to be compared with the one here performed by the 
Ichud within two months of its inception. In its 
August declaration Ichud completely ignored the 
crucial problem of Jewish immigration. And since 
it is commonly known that the founder of Ichud, Dr. 
Magnes, has in recent years been of the opinion that 
immigration is a problem of secondary importance, 
and has publicly expressed his belief throughout that 
a Jewish majority in Palestine is neither possible nor 
indeed necessary, the conclusion is inevitable that 
Ichud was founded solely for the purpose of promot- 
ing the Magnes solution of the Palestine problem. 

Two months have passed. Now we have a new 
declaration of policy of the Ichud. Its first paragraph 
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merely paraphrases those resolutions on Arab-Jewish 
relations which have been adopted by almost every 
Zionist Congress, and which have been criticized by 
Dr. Magnes and his friends as “futile” and “chauvin- 
istic.” The second paragraph is a transparent piece of 
tautology. If the federative union will guarantee “the 
basic rights and essential interests of all parties in- 
volved,” obviously it will constitute “an effective and 
most helpful way of securing enlarged immigration.” 
“Continued immigration” is, as stated in paragraph 
one, a “basic right” of one of the “parties involved,” 
the Jewish or Zionist. To put it more directly, this 
amounts to saying that if the proposed federative 
union agrees to the right of Jewish immigration into 
Palestine, it will facilitate Jewish immigration into 
Palestine. ... 

If this is the program of Ichud, two questions are in 
order: 


(1) Have Dr. Magnes and his friends given their 
consent to this program? This question is of the 
utmost public interest for hitherto they have held a 
completley contrary view. 


(2) What was the purpose in founding the Ichud? 
If the consent of a federative union or representative 
Arabs can be secured for continued Jewish immigra- 
tion which will permit the Jews to obtain a majority 
in Palestine, then large sections and probably the 
majority of the Zionist movement would accept the 
program of the Ichud. In that case one cannot see 
any justification for the creation of a new party in 
Zionism. But so far not a single Arab leader or group 
has shown the slightest willingness to reach an under- 
standing with Zionism on any terms. Dr. Magnes 
himself recently made a statement to this effect after 
an audience with the outstanding leader of the Pales- 
tine Arabs, Mr. Uni Abdul Hadi. 

This leaves us with two possible interpretations of 
the Ichud puzzle. The first is that only one of the 
two declarations that we have discussed expresses the 
true stand of the new party. The unquestioned in- 
tegrity of the leaders of Ichud forbid such suspicions 
as to their sincerity. We must therefore conclude 
that most of the members of Ichud are confused in 
their own minds. As first they adopted a platform 
along the lines of Dr. Magnes’ thinking on the Pal- 
estine problem. Under pressure of Zionist indigna- 
tion they formulated a new program which is hardly 
distinguishable from that of the Zionist Organization. 
It is clear that because of Arab intransigeance this 
program cannot serve as a basis for an Arab-Jewish 
settlement at present or in the predictable future. This 
latest platform which espouses the cause of the bi- 
national state while insisting on the right to Jewish 
immigration and rejecting a minority status has much 
in common with the program of the Hashomer 
Hatzair. The latter, however, has this advantage over 
the Ichud: it projects the bi-national state into the 
distant future when the revolutionary Arab proletar- 
iat will grant the revolutionary Jewish working class 
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its most far-reaching national demands. The Ichud 
came on the scene as a party which set itself the 
purpose of finding a solution for the immediate di- 
lemma in Palestine but what that solution is we do 
not know, even after the two declarations. 

Clarity about the aims of Jewish endeavor in Pales- 
tine is now more necessary than ever. One may want 
to transform Palestine, as Dr. Magnes once defined it, 
into “an international conclave, an inter-religious and 
inter-racial home.” It is doubtful whether even such 
a program will meet with the consent of a single Arab 
nationalist. But of what value will it be to the Jewish 
people? A de-nationalized Palestine may become the 
crowning achievement of large-scale Jewish philan- 
thropy and get the unqualified support of even Mr. 
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Sulzberger and Rabbi Lazaron, but it will offer 
nothing to millions of uprooted Jews in need of a 
home. 

If, however, the Ichud insists on being considered 
part of the Zionist movement, it must realize that 
confused and contradictory programs and vague mor- 
alizing constitute a disservice to the common cause. 
Opposition to the Jewish state is a purely negative 
program and will undoubtedly be applauded by Sir 
Harold MacMichael, Lord Moyne, Lord Cranborne, 
and the others who directly or indirectly bear’ the 
responsibility for the White Paper, the Land Ordnance 
and the tragedy of the Struma. But it is a contribution 
acither to Arab-Jewish peace nor to the cause of the 
Jewish National Home. 


PINSKI 


by N. B. Minkoff 


(On the Occasion of His Seventieth Birthday) 


S ONE of the founders of modern Yiddish litera- 
ture, David Pinski’s place is unique. Together 
with Mendele Moicher Sforim, Sholem Aleichem, and 
I. L. Peretz, he has laid the groundwork for modern 
Yiddish literature with all its schools, movements 
and tendencies. Thus he shares the honors of the 
pioneer builders. Yet, because of his specific qualities, 
he has stood apart from them, for he has introduced 
still newer motifs and methods into modern Yiddish 
literature. His approach and his progress were differ- 
ent. From his pen (fifty years ago) came the first pro- 
letarian short story in Yiddish, a tale which he con- 
ceived by the aid of a new literary method—natural- 
ism. Thus he was at once the father of artistic 
proletarian prose in Yiddish and the father of natural- 
ism in modern Yiddish literature. 

When David Pinski emerged in Yiddish literature, 
during its process of development in eastern Europe, 
the materials for proletarian themes had not yet 
revealed themselves; a labor movement such as we 
understand it today did not exist; the sharp contrast 
between capital and labor was at that time, when 
modern industry was still in its undeveloped stage, 
not well defined, for it lay concealed in the transfor- 
mation which the Jewish /uft-mentsh (that tragic 
Menachem-Mendl) underwent as he was rapidly 
proletarianized into a productive worker (suffering 
the while all the horrors and despairs which ac- 
companied him in his adjustment to his new social 
position). To perceive these changes involved more 
than a mere general social protest (which, as a matter 
of fact, has been a very old and favorite motif in 
Yiddish literature, with a tradition dating as far back 
as the close of the sixteenth century through the Has- 
kalah movement of the nineteenth century). David 
Pinski not only perceived the new social disorder 


and the injustices which were committed, but he 
clearly discerned that a new mode of life had come 
into being; that a new class was in the process of 
formation, accompanied by social conflicts and new 
differentiations with all the possible consequences of 
an industrial and urban turmoil. His ability to dis- 
cern and record that state of social change stems from 
his keen power of observation and his dynamic qual- 
ities as a writer. 

Emile Zola and the Goncourt brothers outlined 
the methods of literary naturalism both theoretically 
and practically. These may be reduced to: observa- 
tion and documentation. During the nineties of the 
last century, however, the tendency to substantiate 
each event by documentation began to recede along 
with the zeal for positivist thinking, which the nine- 
teenth century had so generally accepted. Moreover, 
the later and sterner naturalists showed a strong in- 
clination to replace documentation by allowing their 
observed impressions to mature; they went even fur- 
ther by inventing circumstances which they thought 
might have or should have been observed. Into this 
deliberate, objective, and oftimes even harsh method 
of describing life true to nature in its rawest aspects, 
a kind of subjectivity had penetrated, impelled by a 
desire for the freer treatment of material according 
to the individual’s own creative imagination. In the 
case of David Pinski this artistic freedom grew 
deeper and even more subjective because of his 
aggressiveness and his dramatic mastership, which 
were manifest to a marked degree in all of the short 
stories which he wrote seven years before he created 
his first dramatic piece, the one-act play Yesurim 
(Tribulations), and one of his earliest dramatic mas- 
terpieces, Aizik Sheftl (1889). Subjective naturalism 
led this ever-searching artist to greater depths and 
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brought into free play his tendency toward psycho- 
logical analysis. 

During the fifty years of his creative writing David 
Pinski has revealed himself as one of the most restless 
of spirits: he is at once a naturalist and an intense 
realist; an artist having a social and utilitarian mission 
and one who defends the sensitive creative person- 
ality, the individuals. He has progressed through 
various stages of symbolism and yet has endeavored to 
be concrete; he is a satirist and a dreamer of salva- 
tion; he points an accusing finger at social and na- 
tional injustices and delves into individual psychol- 
ogy; he is at once a servant of the people and a singer 
of sensual love. By these diverse means he divulges 
concealed characteristics with the aid of dramatic 
impact. No matter how one may strive to determine 
the actual stages of his artistic development, these do 
not appear to be definite; for his methods and his 
modes of thought did not progress step by step. Hav- 
ing exhausted one method, he seems to have discarded 
it only to return to one which he had earlier em- 
ployed; following that, he seeks out a still newer 
mode. With each new work he seems to begin anew, 
almost as if he were ushering in a new writer. Now 
he seems to be an integral part of folk-life, now he 
seems to be an abstract artist, and then suddenly he 
turns realist. This labyrinth of varied methods and 
approaches makes it so difficult to view Pinski in the 
light of definite and clearly outlined periods, accord- 
ing to a definite evolutionary logic. His course of 
development seems to have had its own dialectics. 
And yet his general tendencies are marked. 

His naturalist-realistic method covering approx- 
imately the first fifteen years of his writing was con- 
strued upon psychological analyses. He seemed then 
to be less given to registering the conflict ensuing 
between growing capitalism and the Jewish masses 
(in the process of becoming proletarianized) than 
to describing the torments of the creative personality 
in the clutches of the new environment. The psycho- 
logical problem of the individual rent by conditions 
imposed upon him was the vantage point for David 
Pinski’s quest in the realm of symbolism. In all of his 
proletarian stories and in his dramatic works written 
before Gabri Un Die Froien (Gabri and the Women) 
(1908) his depiction of folk-life is real, full-blooded 
and vivid. Yet the seeds of his Jater symbolism are 
already discernible in these works. There is a degree 
of symbolism in Aizik Sheftl (the tragedy of the artist 
caught in the snares of social injustice), as in Familie 
Tzvie (the tragedy of declining Jewish traditions), 
and in Der Oitzer (The Treasure, a satiric masterpiece 


in which symbolism is the outgrowth of a significant 1 


depiction which represents a real and concrete mode 
of folk-life). The more deeply he delves into symbol- 
ism, the further he strays from the concrete and the 
real and the less is he given to the description of 
folk-life (although he returns to realism again and 
again). And as he forsakes the concrete and real 
modes of folk-life, he yields to more and greater 
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abstractions: personifications, allegories, ideas clothed 
in attributes, and symbols. In each of his later works 
there dwells an idea, a symbol, or an ethical motive. 
This tendency may be noted in Gabri Un Die Froien 
and is even more clearly evident in Bergshtaiger 
(Mountain Climber). 

David Pinski’s historical dramas are of great signi- 
ficance. To an artist historical material possesses the 
element of symbolism; and at certain stages an artist 
with a tendency toward symbolism must resort to 
history. To Pinski history meant far more than a 
mere quest for symbols. Here he sought, perhaps not 
always consciously, to rediscover a definite mode of 
life—a mode of living which might offer him 
enough breadth of vision for his dreams, for the 
impact of great ideas and far-reaching symbols. And 
Jewish history, which seems to offer remarkable 
analogies to present events, afforded him great possi- 
bilities. Both in his historical short stories (as 
Yoichonon Koihen Godl and Bruriah) and in his 
historical dramas of the past and of the present (as 
his Chalutzim dramas) he has succeeded in convey- 
ing a specific mode of folk-life, a definite and real 
atmosphere painted in perspective. Thus the former 
naturalist, the artist of full tones and rich colors, dis- 
covered by means of symbolism historically heroic 
lives, classicism, even tragic fatalism (which recalls 
the impending fate of the hero in the Greek tragedy). 
It is not surprising therefore that Pinski the classicist 
has created a Greek tragedy of great significance: 
Alexander Un Diogenes. All of his historical works, 
of which there are many, must be appreciated in the 
spirit of classicism. 

Leaving classicism and symbolism behind, he again 
resorts to realistic descriptions. In his novels, in his 
latest dramas and in his satires, which often turn to 
the grotesque, as in Der Shnaider Vert A Kremer 
(The Tailor Becomes a Storekeeper), and especially 
in his latest work, Der Bal Shem Un Der Gazlen 
(The Baal-Shem and the Robber), once again we 
find folk-life—a definite and real atmosphere drawn 
by a disciplined master who possesses the vision of a 
symbolist and the penetrating analysis of a psycholo- 
gist. 
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W HAT HAS been done by the Histadrut to organ- 
ize Arab labor, to help Arabs win better living 
conditions and to create a modus vivendi between 
Jewish and Arab workers in Palestine? 

The general public, and even the average Jewish 
worker in Palestine, knows very little about the 
subject, partly because of lack of interest and partly 
because some aspects of our activity cannot at this 
stage be given publicity. It is not a matter of com- 
mon knowledge that the Confederation of Palestine 
Labor (Brith Poale Eretz Israel), an organization of 
Arab workers federated with the Histadrut, has car- 
ried on an almost uninterrupted activity since 1929, 
even through the turbulent years beginning with 
1936, throughout the disturbances and the war, to 
this very day. 

To be sure, there have been ups and down. Mem- 
bership in the Confederation has fluctuated between 
several thousand in its heyday and several dozen dur- 
ing the height of the terror when Arab workers had to 
risk their lives to belong to an organization con- 
nected with Jews. But the thread binding the Jewish 
worker and his Histadrut to the Arab worker and the 
nucleus of his organization has never been severed. 

Within the Histadrut itself the proper methods 
of activity among Arab workers have been a mat- 
ter of debate for years. According to the view of 
some, the organization of the Arabs should be under- 
taken with the same methods as those employed in 
organizing Jewish workers; the supporters of this view 
claim that all that is necessary for achievement is a 
strong will and the required means. At the opposite 
extreme it has been argued that the comparatively 
small number of Jewish workers in Palestine and 
the preoccupation of the Histadrut with its own 
problems, as well as the immaturity of the Arab 
worker, make the organizing of Arabs a premature 
undertaking. 

But the test of the value of those arguments came 
with the actual attempts at organizing Arab workers 
and with our gradual familiarization with the lan- 
guage, customs, mentality and way of life of the 
Arab masses. An examination of the various attempts 
made to establish Arab labor organizations from time 
to time is instructive. 
I. 

Arabs themselves were the first to try to set up 


labor organizations. Thousands of Arab workers 


comprising different sections and trades belonged to 
these groups established at various times in Haifa, in 
Jaffa, Jerusalem, Nazareth, Migdal and Nablus. But 
sooner or later these organizations, which had been 
launched with considerable fanfare, disappeared al- 
most without trace. Here and there there may 
still be a chairman or a secretary, but the life of the 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


ORGANIZING ARAB WORKERS 


by Abba Hushi (Haifa) 


organization is gone. The Arab worker, lacking in 
endurance and in genuine interest, failed to put his 
shoulder to the wheel and would soon leave the 
organization. 

The explaations for this failure were several: Not 
all such bodies were created with an honest intent to 
organize the Arab worker and to seek to better his 
living conditions. Some of them were tools in the 
hands of Arab nationalists, others were the creatures 
of ambitious persons using the labor organization as 
a stepping stone to their own advancement in Arab 
society. 

The initiators of these organizations were neither 
workers nor socialist intellectuals, but individuals 
and circles alien to the worker such as Levantine 
intellectuals, employers and members of the landed 
aristocracy. 

Some of these Arab attempts at organizing Arab 
workers were closely enough observed by us to enable 
us to draw conclusions about the reasons for their 
failure and derive lessons for the future. For the 
present, however, we shall merely note the fact and 
devote some space to the discussion of unsuccessful 
attempts made by Jews to organize Arab workers. 

Jewish Communists tried at different periods to 
organize Arab labor. They were not handicapped 
by lack of funds, nor, one must admit, did they lack 
an idea. But all that their vast efforts and generous 
use of money produced was a few paid agents who 
exerted no influence on the Arab labor movement. 
The failure of the Jewish Communists can be ex- 
plained by the same two reasons as the failure of 
Arab organizers: the organization was merely a 
means to an end, and the leaders did not enjoy the 
confidence of the masses. The Arab worker could 
not and would not trust individuals who betray their 
own people and join hands with its enemies. 


II. 


On the basis of our experience in organizing Arabs 
during the past twelve years or so, I have come to 
the conclusion that the only way is the slow, patient 
and honest way. The only right policy is the policy 
of the Histadrut with the Confederation of Palestine 
Workers. So far it is the only attempt which has not 
failed and which points to ultimate success. 

The policy of the Histadrut in the Confederation of 
Palestine Workers consists of assisting the Arab 
worker to liberate himself from economic, spiritual 
and political subjection; of helping him to organize 
in a form most suitable for his national and individual 
character, in order to raise his standard of living to 
a human level, to improve his working conditions, to 
combat exploitation and subjection both by his em- 
ployers and by his political and national leaders, and, 
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finally, to educate him to take his fate into his own 
hands. 

We want to help the Arab worker found an Arab 
labor organization which will have a fraternal bond 
with our Histadrut. We do not intend to make a 
Jew or a Zionist out of the Arab any more than we 
mean to conceal our Zionist aspirations from him. 
We tell him quite candidly that we have come to 
Palestine to redeem our people and build a Home- 
land, and that we are neither able nor willing to 
forego this aim at his or at anyone else’s request. 
Only by being truthful about our Zionism will it be 
possible for us to find the way to the heart and the 
mind of the Arab worker and fellah. 

This road is long and difficult, but it is sure. We 
tell the Arab worker that though we have not come 
to Palestine for his sake, our coming has helped him 
better his position, and that the organizational, eco- 
nomic, cultural and political power of Jewish labor 
has been a decisive influence in the steady improve- 
ment of the Arab worker and the Arab fellah. 

Arab workers have benefitted by the fight of the 
Histadrut for an eight hour working day for Jews, 
and in some economic sectors an eight hour day has 
been achieved for the Arab worker as well (e.g., in 
the postal service, in the harbors, in international 
companies). The wages and the working conditions 
of Arab labor in Palestine are far ahead of any 
neighboring country in the Middle East, including 
Egypt and Turkey. In some occupations workers 
enjoy sick leave and paid annual vacations, which are 
unheard of in the neighboring countries. 

The beginnings of social legislation in Palestine, 
though far from satisfying the demands of the His- 
tadrut, are for the Arab worker who benefits by them 
little short of a miracle. But this miracle did not 
come from heaven; it is the result of a long fight 
by the Histadrut. 

An Arab worker who is one of the veteran mem- 
bers of the Confederation said in a speech to new 
member: “Just as the sun spreads numberless rays of 
heat and light upon everything around us, even so 
the Histadrut, by its very existence and struggle, 
radiates heat and light without end upon the Arab 
worker.” Indeed, the very existence of the Histadrut 
was bound to arouse in the Arabs a desire for labor 
organizations. 

Il. 


What can the Histadrut do, and what methods 
ought it to follow, in organizing Arab workers? 

1. The economic areas which lend themselves to 
useful activity by the Histadrut among Arab workers 
are (a) government projects; (b) international com- 
panies; (c) private enterprises connected with the 
above two classes of work; (d) projects of mixed 
municipalities; (e) industrial undertakings and work- 
shops owned by Arabs. 

2. Arab workers in the above-mentioned areas 
ought to be organized in permanent trade groups 
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which will in time grow and crystallize into a basis 
for regular trade unions. Taking into account the 
special nature of these economic areas and the pecul- 
iarities of the Arab worker, it would be advisable 
to have these trade unions organized on a vertical 
plan, by industries. Such groups should be formed 
only in places of permanent employment or in places 
whose stability is assured for a reasonable period of 
time. Before a group is formed, a nucleus of serious- 
minded workers must be created so that it may act 
as the executive committee or the leading body of the 
group. A great deal of educational work is required 
for the creation of such a nucleus. 

The organizational activity must proceed very cau- 
tiously to avoid being frustrated by the manufacturer 
or the building contractor who will stop at nothing 
to destroy the new and weak organization. The Arab 
worker, like all immature workers, is prone to be 
over-enthusiastic at first and thoroughly disillusioned 
soon afterwards. At any rate, he can easily be fright- 
ened away from his labor organization. For that reas- 
on it is necessary to cultivate the nucleus of the active 
and responsible members and to carry on the initial 
stages of the work underground, taking care to have 
substitutes ready for any members of the nucleus 
or for all of it, who may be unable or unwilling to 
go on in the face of pressure from outside. Before 
the existence of a group and the names of its mem- 
bers are made public, it is well to have a period of 
experience behind it. 

Collaboration is possible between Jewish and Arab 
workers in places where there is mixed employment, 
such as government projects, international companies 
and municipalities. Practical questions of wages and 
working conditions can be discussed at joint meetings 
which should also be called from time to time for 
the express purpose of fostering good will. In such 
places it is necessary to have a few Jewish workers 
who speak Arabic and who are willing to assist in 
the furthering of the work of organizing Arab work- 
ers through the Confederation and its methods. Here, 
too, a nucleus of Arab workers must be formed to 
be prepared for the task of spreading propaganda 
among the mass of Arab workers. 


3. Cells must also be organized in the industry 
and crafts of the Arab economic area. This is a par- 
ticularly difficult task and is full of obstacles. Arab 
employers are quick to react to any attempt at found- 
ing a labor organization and are ruthless in their 
methods, discharging or bribing anyone active in it. 

A great deal of caution and understanding is re- 
quired in dealing with the workers themselves, who 
must be warned against expecting speedy and spectac- 
ular results and against hasty actions. They must be 
made to understand that a strike is to be used as a last 
resort and that education and negotiations are re- 
quired with employers just as they are with workers, 
and that a strike, if inevitable, must be the consum- 
mation of long and careful preparation. A great deal 
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of time will have to be devoted to forging a solid 
body of workers ready for sacrifices and risks. 

4. The medical service rendered the Arabs by the 
Kupat Holim is important both as a means of attract- 
ing them to the Histadrut and as an educational 
force. The poor Arab, whose medical needs are en- 
tirely unprovided for, is grateful in the extreme for 
medical assistance given by the Kupat Holim, and for 
the spirit in which it is given. Many times a whole 
village has been won over to the Confederation be- 
cause a child of a fellah has been helped by the Kupat 
Holim. The members of the Confederation are great- 
ly appreciative of the friendly attitude and the read- 
iness to help shown by the management, the physi- 
cians and the nurses of the organization. 

The question of fees for medical service presents 
a difficulty, since the Arab worker is as yet unaccus- 
tomed to the idea of a substantial monthly contribu- 
tion. For the time being, the practice of the Con- 
federation in imposing a small fee for each visit is 
the only wise one under the circumstances. However, 
with the increase of the number of Arabs enjoying its 
services, the Kupat Holim will find its burden too 
heavy and the necessary financial resources will have 
to be found to take care of it. 

5. Wide opportunities for future activity are to be 
seen in the attempts recently made by the Confedera- 
tion in Haifa to create instruments for mutual help 
among Arab workers in the form of a Savings and 
Loan Society and a fund for emergencies. This at- 
tempt was made possible by the fact that for several 
years the Savings and Loan Society of the Histadrut 
has been extending help to Arab workers and that 
the idea of similar projects for members of the Con- 
federation has been disseminated among Arab work- 
ers by a concerted campaign. To be sure, the assist- 
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ance of the Histadrut is required in such efforts both 
financially and organizationally. 

6. Clubs are important as social and educational 
agencies especially among a people like the Arabs 
who like to be together. In any Arab quarter or vil- 
lage one can always find a group of people sitting 
together engaged in a discussion or listening to one 
of their members reading a newspaper or listening 
to the radio and an improvised commentator in the 
group. A club organized by us would become the 
center of social activity in the neighborhood, if it is 
properly organized in accordance with the customs 
of the Arabs. 

7. Joint activities in sport and youth organiza- 
tions are possible and desirable. The Hapoel has al- 
ready succeeded in meeting with some Arab sport 
clubs, and while the chauvinism of many teachers 
presents an obstacle, it can be overcome by direct ap- 
peal to the pupils. 

8. Organized outings, if attended with a view to 
establishing friendly relations with Arabs, can be 
of great assistance. The presence of Jews familiar 
with the Arab language and customs and due regard 
for Arab sensibilities are of paramount importance. 

Jewish rural settlements can be extremely useful 
in strengthening friendly relations with rural Arabs. 
Emulation of Arab hospitality and the organization 
in each Jewish settlement of a small unit of Arabic 
speaking Jews to act as unofficial liaison officers are 
important. The rendering of medical assistance and 
instruction in the improvement of agricultural meth- 
ods will help in the establishment of close relations. 
But here too a guiding hand is needed and the work 
must be co-ordinated. Furthermore, one must not 
expect immediate and spectacular results. One must 
take the long view. 


JEWS IN OCCUPIED RUSSIA 


by M. Z. R. Frank 


prew OF US are aware even to a partial degree 

of the immensity of the upheaval European Jewry 
has been undergoing in the past three years, except 
for a vague idea of the great loss of life, impoverish- 
ment and the stark hopelessness of the outlook for the 
Jews of Europe. The past three years have brought 
more changes and more tragedy than any three years 
in the whole of our history, except perhaps the two 
destructions of Jerusalem. Moreover, the present 
upheaval is in many ways only a quickening of the 
rapid process going on for some years before the 
War—a process whose significance was not fully 
understood. 

Before the war German Jewry was being liquid- 
ated, the Jewries of other countries in Western Eur- 
ope felt uneasy and panicky, Polish Jewry was 
engaged in a struggle for its right to live, and Rus- 


sian Jewry was isolated from the rest of the world 
and was, to all appearances, rapidly assimilating. Pol- 
ish Jewry was the repository of Judaism in Europe, 
while the Jewries of the smaller Baltic countries 
formed little more than peripheries to Polish Jewry 
in almost every respect. 

Today all of West European Jewry, with the ex- 
ception of England, Sweden and Switzerland, is under- 
going a more rapid and more thorough liquidation 
than German Jewry before the war. Polish Jewry, 
decimated and confined in ghettos, has little chance 
of surviving, while Russian Jewry, brought into sud- 
den contact with the rest of world Jewry, has been 
the subject of a complicated process which is pregnant 
with possibilities of a rebirth. On the one hand, 
Soviet Jewry is being bled white by the war and by 
Nazi ruthlessness, but on the other hand it is being 
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re-invigorated by the influx of Jews from Poland and 
the Baltic countries and by its contact with the Jews 
of Palestine and other countries. 

* 5 * 

The bleeding of Russian and Baltic Jewries by the 
Nazi forces of occupation is but another chapter to 
be added to the general picture presented in the 
November issue of the JEWISH FRONTIER. The con- 
duct of the Nazis in occupied Soviet territories seems 
to be more brutal than in Poland in that the launch- 
ing of mass murders was quick and instantaneous, 
whereas in Poland it had taken some two years or 
more to get under way. 

Many thousands of Jews from Soviet territory 
taken by the Nazis, including the Ukraine, were 
evacuated with the retreating Soviet armies. But 
their number in each locality depended on the facil- 
ities available for evacuation at the moment, and 
there were in each case the aged and the infirm who 
could not undertake the arduous journey. These were 
left to the mercies of the invading forces and their 
henchmen. 

The massacres perpetrated by the Rumanian army 
in conjunction with the German army in conquered 
Soviet territory have been described in our previous 
issue. Further material received by the Jewish Con- 
gress gives details of tragic events in the Ukraine and 
Latvia. 

The horrors of 1648, when Ukrainians fighting 
their Polish overlords massacred Jews and wiped out 
whole communities, and of 1919-21, when various 
Ukrainian bands fighting the Bolshevikswar among 
themselves visited their fury on the Jews, ha 
re-enacted under Nazi tutelage fing ythe co 
of the Ukraine by Hitler’s forcés. Crom al 
be made out of available accounts it Gould seem) 
that this time the populace of Soyics-Ukrdige id net 
participate in the massacres and ‘that, eCeff ts af; 
the Nazis to bring forth a wave of pepulr gati\Jewe. 
ish feeling having failed, the task‘of“ex Le ation~ 
had to be undertaken by the Nazis theiselv¢ witht? 
the help of some Ukrainian Fascists eg ig-Ger- 
many. > 
Alfred Rosenberg, who was placed Nast 
the Ukraine, has called to his assistance the Fascist 
Ukrainians contending among themselves for the 
title to the “resurrected” Ukraine but all looking to 
the Nazis as her “redeemers” and willing to serve 
under them. Alexander Severiuk, a former aide of 
Trotzky, later a lieutenant of Petlura, then a Com- 
munist functionary in Paris and simultaneously an 
agent of the French secret police, in Hitler’s service 
since 1933, was appointed as aide to Rosenberg. 
Severiuk’s first attempts to rouse the Ukrainian popu- 
lation against the Jews failed. He then disguised 
many Berlin-trained Ukrainian Fascists as Greek- 
Orthodox priests and sent them into the towns and 
villages of the Ukraine to incite the population 
against the Jews. When this stratagem failed, Sev- 
eriuk reported to the Gestapo and the latter took 
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the matter into its own hands. Rumors were spread 
that the Jews were sniping at German soldiers, to jus- 
tify “retaliation.” The pattern was almost the same 
everywhere. Jews were ordered to prepare to go to 
forced labor and were then lined up in the yard of a 
jail or taken to a nearby forest, and machine-gunned. 
About fifty thousand Jews were killed in Kiev, five 
thousand in Zhitomir and many thousands in many 
other towns. 

The various Ukrainian Fascist leaders are being 
played off against one other by the Nazis who do not 
hesitate to get rid of any one of them if he should 
cease to be useful or if he knows too much. Some are 
assassinated by Ukrainians. Among the roles assigned 
to Ukrainian and Lithuanian Fascists in the service of 
the Nazis is one of policing the Warsaw ghetto after 
the Jewish police first instituted by the Nazis was 
abolished recently and the members of the force 
taken away to “unknown destinations.” 

* * * 

A fugitive from Riga, hidden by friendly Latvian 
villagers before he managed to make his escape from 
the country, reported to the Jewish Congress on the 
massacres in Riga of which he was an eye-witness. 

Of the one hundred thousand Jews in Latvia 
hardly more than four thousand were evacuated with 
the Soviet army. When the Germans entered on July 
1, 1941 they confiscated all Jewish possessions and 
arrested two thousand Jews who were all executed on 
July 20 in a nearby forest. By the end of July all 
Jews were ordered to register and wear insignia and 
were prohibited to walk on the sidewalks. The place 
for wearing the insignia was changed several times: 
first it was the left-hand side of the breast, then the 
right-hand side, then the back. By that time the Jews 
of the smaller towns of Latvia were already being 
* machine-gunned en masse after being forced to dig 
their own graves. 

_ In September all Jews of Riga were ordered to 
move into the Muscovite suburb whose Russian in- 
habitants were ordered to move out. Into the nine 
thousand square meter area the thirty thousand Jews 
of Riga were driven in small batches, each batch 
getting only two hours notice and permitted to take 
along only the barest necessities. A Judenrat and a 
Jewish police force were set up. On the following 
day fifteen thousand Jews were ordered to report for 
forced labor and were taken in small detachments 
to do the most menial work without remuneration 
except one meal during the work. No one was 
allowed to take any food with him into the ghetto. 
On November 28 one district in the ghetto was set 
aside for Jews working for the government but their 
families were not permitted to live with them. This 
“smaller ghetto” was so over-crowded that there 
were sixteen men living in one room and five men 
sleeping in one bed. On November 30 eight thous- 
and Jews, men, women and children, were marched 
out of the large ghetto within the sight of their 
husbands and parents in the small ghetto who were 
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lined up ready to go to work, and were taken into 
nearby woods to be machine-gunned. Several days 
later the remaining sixteen thousand Jews of the 
large ghetto met with a similar fate. The whole 
diabolical plan was carried out under German super- 
vision by Latvian police, some of whom went mad as 
a result of their experience. The clothes of the thous- 
ands of Jewish victims, with the Jewish insignia still 
on them, were piled up on trucks passing on the 
streets of Riga, on their way to Germany. 


* * * 


“We have now given up our fight against God 
because we must fight the devil... . Hitler and his 
lackeys are the incarnation of the devil and we must 
forget our old ideas about combatting religion.” 
These words spoken by a former chairman of the 
Godless at a farewell party to recruits in Tiflis charac- 
terize the departure from established Soviet practice 
and from the spirit of the October Revolution at least 
in one aspect. With regard to the Jews, it is not only 
religion that has become respectable, but also the 
consciousness of unity with the rest of Jewry. The 
arrival of new Jews from the West whose link with 
tradition has never been severed has enhanced this 
tendency. The past year has unearthed in Russia 
many young Jews grown under the Revolution and 
brought up in its spirit who nevertheless remember 
how to use a praying shawl and a prayer book and 
who remember the odd Hebrew word. The sight of 
Polish and Latvian Jews praying, studying, or discuss- 
ing Zionism, has brought back memories and awak- 
ened interests which they had little realized were still 
alive. The shifting of Jewish populations to the in- 


- terior of Russia where the Asiatic Jews of a different 


Jewish tradition than those of European Russia had 
been less the subject of anti-religious and anti-Zionist 
campaigns conducted by the Yevsektzia; the meeting 
between Polish Jews and Bokhara Jews in the sight 
of Russian Jews; the realization that Hitler who has 
set out to destroy civilization generally is particularly 
bent on annihilating the Jews; the meeting between 
Soviet Jewish soldiers and Palestine Jewish soldiers 
in Iran—these and similar circumstances have rfe- 
vived in Russian Jews the sense of the oneness of 
destiny of all Jews throughout the world and the link 
between that destiny and Jewish tradition. 


The praying-shawl and the prayer-book, the Sab- 
bath-candle and the Scroll of the Law, have come to 
new life in Soviet Russia and the voice of worshippers 
and Torah students is heard again in many syna- 
gogues, from Moscow to Turkestan. Jewish Red 
soldiers on leave from the front are seen in the syna- 
gogues, and many of them remember their prayers. 
“It is a good thing you have kept your tallith and your 
siddur,’ a famous young Soviet flying ace told his 
father. 


In Samarkand, where until now there lived only 
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Asiatic Jews whose historic tradition had been differ- 
ent from that of European Jewry for at least fifteen 
hundred years, there are now to be seen patriarchal 
rabbis from Poland, Jewish physicians from Germany 
and Jewish soldiers from the former “Pale of Settle- 
ment.” Talmudic schools and courses in Hebrew and 
Zionism have been organized with the permission of 
the local Soviet authorities in this ancient city of the 
Khans. The same is true of Tashkent and Novo- 
sibirsk. When about eighty Polish Jews found them- 
selves in a small village in the Altai region into which 
many factories had been moved from Kiev, they 
organized an evening school for members of their 
own community. Soon the school began to see as its 
guests Soviet citizens of Jewish blood who eventually 
brought their aged parents to meet Jews from Poland, 
and even began participating in the religious services 
of the Polish Jews. 


A twenty-three year old leader of a flying squadron 
of the Russian air force one day came across a group 
of British soldiers somewhere in Iran who spoke 
among themselves not English, but a language re- 
sembling the one in which his father read the Scroll 
of the Law and interspersed with expressions he rec- 
ognized as Yiddish. When he approached them, they 
stood at attention and saluted the Russian officer. One 
of them said in good Russian: “Ready to be of ser- 
vice, officer!” They were Jewish volunteers from 
Palestine. The Soviet officer, a grandson of a devoted 
hassid, and the Hebrew-speaking Palestine pioneers, 
spent ten days together discussing life in the Home- 
land. 


Hitler has united all Jews, and now the most rabid 
of anti-Zionist Yiddish Soviet writers send greetings 
to the Jews of Palestine and endorse the words of the 
Hebrew poet Tchernichovsky welcoming the removal 
of the bars between Soviet Jewry and the Jewry of 
Palestine and the rest of the world. 


Takecresl 
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PALESTINE AGRICULTURE: Problems and Solutions 


by Abraham Granovsky 


I. 

F OOD IS A problem for many countries today, and 

doubly so for Palestine, which is dependent upon 
the importation of food stuffs even in normal times. 
Our entire agriculture—including the growing of 
grain, fodder, fruit trees, dairy farming, and chicken 
farming, as well as the raising of cattle for the meat 
supply—has never been able to satisfy more than a 
modest part of the country’s food consumption. Fol- 
lowing are the figures for the import of foodstuffs 
(including tobacco) into Palestine between 1935 
and 1940: 

















Year In Dollars 
1935 18,235,000 
1936 19,695,000 
1937 20,740,000 
1938 16,045,000 
1939 18,780,000 
1940 17,390,000 





One must also take into account the fact that a 
large part of Palestine’s agricultural output, such as 
the citrus industry, was originally intended not for 
home consumption, but for export. 

In times of war, when it is impossible to replenish 
the food stocks to a sufficient extent in the customary 
way, the need to intensify the agricultural output 
of the country becomes doubly apparent. So far 
Palestine has suffered little from a lack of foodstuffs, 
as supplies have been constantly coming in from the 
neighboring countries as well as from countries east 
of the Suez. Nevertheless war-time needs have already 
served as a great stimulus for the expansion of agri- 
cultural production. There are many opportunities 
for this expansion, in spite of several limiting factors. 
Some objective limitations in the natural conditions 
of the country are beyond our own control, but most 
of the limiting factors are of a kind which a strenuous 
enough effort can overcome. The main objective 
difficulty is the small area of Palestine, particularly 
the small cultivable area. There is a relatively large 
area which can be cultivated only after extensive 
preparation, requiring such great investment as to 
make it almost totally uneconomical. But even if we 
discount that area there is still a vast field for the 
development of our agricultural economy, and all 
the accomplishments to-date, both as regards the area 
under cultivation and the output, seem to have util- 
ized only a fraction of the existing opportunities. All 
the other factors which have hindered our agricultural 
expansion are not insuperable obstacles, and allow 
major improvement in the immediate future. 

The first of these is an underdeveloped supply of 
water. The full extent of Palestine’s water resources 
is not yet sufficiently well known, but the information 


which is already at our disposal leads us to conclude 
that these resources are much more plentiful than we 
were inclined to believe. A planned program of ex- 
ploiting these water resources can overcome what is 
perhaps the major obstacle in the way of extending 
the area of cultivable land in Palestine and of intro- 
ducing intensive agriculture in places where that has 
been hitherto impossible. 

Another important factor are the primitive agricul- 
tural methods. The last twenty years have brought 
important improvements in this respect. A large 
number of economic units were established on a mod- 
ern basis, designed to satisfy the more advanced 
economic needs of the farmer. Greater intensivity 
was introduced, new and neglected branches were 
developed and the general production rate was in- 
creased considerably. The example of the more ad- 
vanced Jewish farming economy has greatly influ- 
enced all of Palestine’s agriculture. But these modern 
European-modelled units do not yet completely fit 
into the special needs and conditions of the country. 
There is still a great deal of room for investigation 
and research, such as is now being conducted by the 
agricultural experimental station of the Jewish 
Agency in Rehoboth. There is room for improvement 
in the methods of work and the size of the output, 
designed to raise the economic level of the farmer 
and to extend the area under cultivation. 

The third major factor which contributed to the 
backwardness of Palestine’s agricultural economy in 
the past was the appalling neglect of the soil. Wide 
stretches of land were left uncultivated for many 
years, and even areas under cultivation had in a num- 
ber of cases reduced their yield to a minimum. The 
Turkish authorities paid no attention to the develop- 
ment of Palestine’s economy. The swamp areas in- 
creased, wiping out entire villages by the spread of 
malaria. Nothing was done to conserve the old for- 
ests, to regulate the streams, to reinforce old wells 
and canalization systems. The number of rivulets, 
formed by rain water which had no other escape, kept 
growing. The country lacked forests, and whatever 
trees remained were ruthlessly chopped down and up- 
rooted for current needs. There followed the destruc- 
tion of all the terraces in the hills covering most of 
Palestine, the decay of the upper crust of the soil 
which was washed away by the rains on their way 
down the hills, and a great loss in the water resources. 
This meant a great reduction in the productivity of 
Palestine’s soil. In addition, the poor and numerically 
depleted village population was unable to cultivate all 
of the arable land. Considerable stretches were left 
barren for many years. For this reason so much of 
Palestine’s soil was classified by the authorities 
as Waste Lands some twenty years ago. Thus, in the 
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first report of the Palestine Government for 1920-1, 
we find that some 2-3 million dunam of land were 
placed in the Waste Land category, though most of 
this land was capable of cultivation after adequate 
preparation. The increase in the area of the Waste 
Lands led to the extension of pasture privileges, which 
in turn hampered advanced agriculture, and was re- 
sponsible for the increase in goat-raising—a direct 
cause of the destruction of many trees and much brush 
in Palestine. 

All these factors brought about soil erosion, one of 
the main problems of Palestine’s agriculture. Erosion, 
observed in recent years in a number of countries all 
over the world, is caused by the cutting down of forests 
and the destruction of brush, the increase in pasture 
land, improper ploughing, etc. To counteract the 
continued spread of this menace, various methods 
have been sought in different countries and many 
different steps have already been taken. 


II. 


Agricultural experts in the United States consider 
proper preparation of the soil to be the best weapon 
against soil erosion. Preparation of the soil must here 
be understood in the broadest sense, as practiced in 
American agriculture. It is conducted on a gigantic 
scale, over millions of acres of land, with tremendous 
investments, commensurate with the scale of Amer- 
ican economic enterprises. The task envisages a com- 
plete change in the physical properties of the soil, so 
as to make its cultivation economically feasible. This 
change may be of a two-fold nature: it may aim at 
removing some external obstacles to proper cultiva- 
tion, such as swamps or excessive moisture, or it may 
aim directly at producing greater yields by means of 
improving the quality of the soil through irrigation or 
terracing. 

Efforts to ameliorate Palestine’s soil date only from 
the beginning of Jewish colonization. The exper- 
iences gathered and the results already achieved can 
serve both as guides for a more complete future pro- 
gram and as striking proof of the tremendous possibil- 
ities contined in a program of this sort. These accom- 
plishments have already gained the recognition of 
experts of international fame. One of the world’s 
greatest experts in the field, Dr. W. C. Lowdermilk, 
assistant director of the Soil Conservation Service of 
the United States Department of Agriculture, who 
made an investigation of Palestine’s agriculture in 
1939, writes that the experience of Jewish agricul- 
ture in Palestine raises a few fundamental questions 
about soil conservation policy for the American con- 
tinent and for the rest of the world, which might have 
important international implications. Describing the 
settlement of Palestine’s waste lands as one of the 
most remarkable instances of the attachment of a 
people to its soil, Dr. Lowdermilk points out that the 
excellent results of reclaiming the soil in the Jewish 
settlements are proof of the great possibilities in other 
parts of the country as well. 
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Soil reclamation can generally be classified in five 
principal types: 

1. SWAMP DRAINING. As the soil was neglected 
for long periods of time, no attention was paid to 
draining away bodies of water which had accumulated 
in various parts of the country and had created malaria 
centers. In Palestine many such swamp lands were to 
be found in Emek Jezreel, in Samaria, in Emek Zebu- 
lun, in the Huleh district and to a lesser extent in 
other areas. Except for Emek Huleh, where draining, 
concessioned to a Jewish company, will still require 
much work and substantial investments, all of Pales- 
tine’s swamps have been drained. This work, con- 
ducted by Jewish settlers, particularly by the various 
Jewish colonization institutions, has already freed an 
area of about 450,000 dunams from the curse of 
malaria. 

2. STONING AND TERRACING. The mountain areas 
are generally covered with rocks, which make modern 
cultivation extremely difficult and sometimes impos- 
sible. The same is true of land covered with deeply 
rooted brush. The Arab fellah keeps gathering up 
the rocks from the field and uses them for stone fences 
to mark off his property. The Jews, as long as they 
settled only in the valleys, were not faced with that 
problem. Only in a few places where Jews went into 
the hills, such as Kiryat Anavim, was there need to 
clear the soil of its rocks. But in recent years, consid- 
erable stretches of hilly land (including Samaria and 
the Upper Galilee) passed into the hands of the Jew- 
ish colonization agencies. These could be made fit for 
agriculture only after thorough preparation, including 
stoning and clearing away of the deep-rooted, thorny 
brush. 


Terracing has been in common use in Palestine for 
many years. Here and there—as around Jerusalem, 
for example—one can find remnants of old terraces 
built in former days. Even the Arabs used to build 
such terraces in the hills and plant olive trees, vines 
and other fruit trees. Terraces are to be found 
in the very first Jewish settlements, and here, too, 
many accomplishments and improvements can be 
noted. This is bound to be of increasing use as Jewish 
colonization becomes based upon the hilly zones of 
Palestine to an ever growing extent. 


3. AFFORESTATION OF AREAS UNSUITED FOR 
OTHER AGRICULTURAL USE. In Palestine, which, 
though at one time heavily wooded, is now almost 
completely bare of trees, afforestation assumes special 
significance. Conservation of the soil’s quality, the 
collection of rain water in mountain areas, the influ- 
ence of forests on the healthfulness of the climate— 
are all well known assets of afforestation. To these 
should be added the great values of trees as building 
material and fuel. The Royal Commission indicated 
the harmful consequences to the soil and the water 
supply deriving from the fact that forests in Pales- 
tine constitute only 1% of the total area as against an 
average of 15% in other countries. 
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Afforestation of any importance was begun only 
with Jewish colonization. The German settlers in 
Palestine had planted some woods on Mount Carmel 
and in several other places. To Jewish colonization, 
however, goes the credit for planting forests for the 
purpose of swamp draining, as in Hedera, and for 
many other extensive projects in various parts of 
the country. But the total afforested area today con- 
stitutes no more than 65,000 dunam, and the affores- 
tation projects undertaken so far must be viewed as 
only the beginning of the great tasks which lie ahead. 
Afforestation is capable of turning lands, which at 
present serve no useful purpose, into cultivable areas. 
It should be noted in passing that in this particular 
field—perhaps the only one in all the colonization 
work in Palestine—even the government has shown 
some activity: it has carried through the afforestation 
of some 22,000 dunam, or about one third of the 
entire area afforested. 

In connection with afforestation mention should 
also be made of the war on the numerous “migratory” 
sand-dunes which cover the soil all around them. 
These dunes, which constitute a growing menace to 
the stretches of land on which they border, today 
cover an estimated surface of 400,000 dunam. Sev- 
eral attempts were made, notably by PICA (the sand 
dunes near Caesaria) and the Government (the amel- 
ioration projects in Akko and Gaza), to plant trees, 
brush and special types of grass in order to steady the 
dunes and prevent their migration. 

4, IRRIGATION. In a country with the climate and 
water supply of Palestine, the problem of adequate 
water resources assumes greater proportions than in 
other parts of the world. There are areas in Palestine 
which can only be cultivated by artificial irrigation. 
In this field important efforts—even though not 
always systematic and well organized—were made by 
private individuals and colonization agencies. The 
former were active almost exclusively in the realm of 
intensive agriculture, particularly in the field of citrus 
growing, which is based in its entirety upon well- 
planned irrigation. The colonization agencies en- 
gaged in the irrigation of sectors set aside for mixed 
farming: in Emek Jezreel, in the Jordan Valley, and 
partly in Emek Bet-Shean. But all these activities, 
even those involving substantial investments, were 
conducted only in isolated spots and over very limited 
areas. Large irrigation projects, which would take in 
wide stretches of land or complete districts, are still 
to be undertaken. The Huleh district, which is noted 
for its abundance of water, can be made to supply 
water not only to this vast and fertile valley: the 
surplus can be turned over to other sectors of Pales- 
tine. To be sure, this is a long-range project requiring 
large financial resources. 

A planned program of irrigation must first of all 
be based on a thorough geological and hydrological 
investigation which would discover new sources of 
water. The existing supply, including rain water, 
would then have to be collected and properly pre- 
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served. Such a program also implies the rational 
distribution of the water between the country’s various 
sectors, between the villages in each sector, and even 
between the individual farmers in each village. It is 
obviously an ambitious and difficult undertaking. But 
the returns are certain to make all efforts worthwhile. 

5. RECLAIMING LAND By DRAINING STRETCHES 
ON THE SEA SHORE OR RIVER BEDs. This type of 
land rarely serves the needs of agriculture, as in the 
case of the Suidersee in Holland. In most cases, 
projects of this sort involve the acquisition of small 
areas covered by the sea for the purpose of allowing 
a city on the sea-shore room for further expansion. 
The development of the city of Bombay, which began 
in 1921, falls into this category. Projects of this 
sort are worthwhile only where there is a guarantee 
of very high returns on the newly developed land, 
which can only be secured if these areas become parts 
of a city. This is what happened with the Govern- 
ment project in Haifa, when the filled-in part of the 
sea allowed for the considerable expansion of the area 
around the Haifa port. The investments were worth- 
while in view of the high rents now collected from the 
tall buildings which have been built there to 
serve as storage space, business establishments and 
offices. A similar project should be carried through 
in Tel Aviv; plans for it have already been drawn up. 


III. 


Soil amelioration projects of any sort are sponsored 
either by private initiative or by the government. The 
category of private initiative includes individual land 
owners, as well as colonization agencies. Projects 
which require large funds,—that is in the vicinity of 
a million dollars a year—can be undertaken only by 
the government. Investments in amelioration either 
bring no profits at all or, at best, begin to bring re- 
turns after the lapse of many years. Such work must be 
financed by funds which do not carry any interest 
charges. As a matter of fact, such projects have always 
been undertaken by the government, both in Europe 
and in the New World. The amelioration projects 
carried through in the United States are of special in- 
terest. About one third of the total area of the United 
States consists of arid or semi-arid regions, which are 
either entirely uncultivable without irrigation, or are 
capable of producing only meager crops. The irriga- 
tion projects in this country began as far back as 1847 
through private initiative. Fifty years later, when it 
became evident that private management was unable 
to carry through the projects with the necessary re- 
sponsibility and scope, the care for the irrigation 
projects passed to the various states. In time it was 
found impracticable to leave individual states in con- 
trol, and centralized Federal authority over the separ- 
ate projects was established. This Federal set-up 
applies not only to legislation, but even to administra- 
tion and day-to-day management. 

In Palestine agriculture is as yet in a very primitive 
state, and not only ordinary farmers but even large 
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land owners are short of investment capital. Yet 
here the roles of private initiative and of government 
projects have been inverted. In all phases of soil 
amelioration the government expenditure has been 
small in comparison with the efforts and investments 
of non-governmental agencies. 

The participation of the government in swamp 
draining has been altogether insignificant. The total 
spent by the Palestine government for this purpose 
since 1921 was at most $250,000 as compared with 
the $2,000,000 spent on swamp draining by Jewish 
institutions. Investments in irrigation constitute large 
items in the budgets of the neighboring countries, 
such as Egypt and Iraq, but there is hardly a trace of 
such items in the budget of the Palestine government. 
The participation of the government was important, 
relatively, in the field of afforestation, as already indi- 
cated. But even here non-government investments 
amount to almost double the investments of the 
government. The acquisition, through draining, of the 
stretch of land on the Haifa shore has turned out to 
be very profitable for the government. The govern- 
ment has been engaged in some measure in the solu- 
tion of the problem of the “migratory” sand dunes, 
but on the other hand it did hardly anything on soil 
preparation, such as terracing or stoning. 

Of great significance is the work of the Jewish insti- 
tutions, such as the Jewish National Fund, the Keren 
Hayesod (Palestine Foundation Fund), PICA (Pales- 
tine Jewish Colonization Association), and several 
companies of a semi-private and semi-public nature. 
The Jewish National Fund has engaged in almost 
every kind of soil amelioration. In draining swamps 
it has to its credit the largest projects in Palestine, 
with a total investment of about $725,000, which 
has freed 263,000 dunam of land from malaria. 
Through the draining of the swamps, water surpluses 
were created, which were used for irrigation, as in the 
Nuris Sector in Emek Jezreel. The JNF has also devel- 
oped major afforestation projects. By the end of 1940, 
it had a total of 3,200,000 trees, covering an area of 
13,650 dunam. It has also been directly involved, 
through financial participation, in stoning and terrac- 
ing projects. It has spent $775,000 to supply adequate 
water to some 60 settlements. Even greater invest- 
ments in this area were made by the Keren Hayesod, 
the colonization arm of the Jewish Agency for Pales- 
tine, which has spent more than $1,500,000 on irriga- 
tion and on water supplies. PICA spent large amounts 
on large swamp draining projects, such as the swamps 
of Chabara, where for an area of only 5,170 dunam 
the investment amounted to about $600,000. It has 
also handled the supply of water for its own settle- 
ments, and has done some afforestation as well. The 
work of developing the water resources, carried out 
by “Mekorot” (a company established with the funds 
of the JNF, the Keren Hayesod, and NIR) and by 
the Palestine Water Supply Company, established by 
the Palestine Economic Corporation of New York, 
should also be noted. 
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What the Palestine government has done so far 
cannot even be considered a beginning when contrast- 
ed with the needs. A radical change in the govern- 
ment’s attitude is imperative. It must first of all under- 
take proper conservation measures so as to avoid 
future troubles in the form of newly created swamps 
or lands overrun by the “migratory” sand dunes. This 
requires not only proper legislation, but also constant 
attention and care comparable to the fine work carried 
on by the government's anti-malarial section. 

But care and conservation alone are insufficient. 
The goverment must prevent waste by coordinating 
the work of all these institutions, or at least the major 
ones. A special apparatus must be set up, in charge 
of coordination as well as of independent government 
activity. An agency of this sort would handle matters 
of coordination to avoid overlapping and interference, 
and clear away various legal obstacles. Moreover, it 
would place a body of experts into the field and would 
itself engage in all types of major amelioration pro- 
jects, as described above. This agency would require 
substantial funds for effective operation: it would first 
need a large initial sum to establish the various depart- 
ments, and then funds to finance the projects 
themselves. 

For some time now a Soil Conservation Board 
has been in existence in Palestine. The function of 
this board seems to be limited to the investigation of 
all problems connected with the preparation of soil 
for farming purposes. Nevertheless, the very exist- 
ence of this board is to be greeted, in view of its pos- 
sible value for the future of our agriculture. But if 
the board is to conduct its work effectively it must be 
broadened to include representatives not only of the 
government, but also of the leading institutions en- 
gaged in activities which would fall within its 
province. 
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JIM CROW 


T HE BIG Inter-urban car on high railway wheels 
running between Augusta, Ga., and Aiken, S. C., 
had already thundered across the bridge. The bridge 
was old and much used; it seemed as if it would 
break in half at any moment, and the car to- 
gether with its passengers would be hurled down 
into the shallow and muddy waters of the Swanee 
River. 

Old Zemach bit his lower lip and kept swallowing 
hard, afraid to open his mouth for fear of vomiting. 
The unpleasant smell of the cheap, unrefined gasoline 
used for feeding the motor was at its worst in the rear 
part of the car. The air was smoky and fetid, and 
the elderly passenger felt sure that he wouldn’t sur- 
vive to the end of this trip. 

Not only the yellow waters of the Swanee River 
but the tall cliffs of the bank lying close to Augusta 
were already completely out of sight. Together with 
them had gone the thick grove of young Red Oaks 
and underslung Oleanders. The car was now eating 
up the low-lying flats of South Carolina. 

Perched on high railway wheels it went hurtling 
along, wobbling drunkenly from side to side, so that 
it looked as if only a miracle could save it from jump- 
ing off the rails. The elderly Reb Zemach, the town- 
cantor of Augusta, was suffering severely from train- 
sickness. 

If he could lie down for a minute, or lean his tired 
head against something and doze off a bit! Doze off? 
Even to sit down for a little while was out of the 
question. The car was full of Sunday excursionists. 
No one offered his seat to the gray-haired Jew, the 
undersized and stout old man with the thick, tooth- 
brush eyebrows, and the square full beard reaching 
down almost to his navel—an Assyrian or shovel- 
beard, quaint and noticeable even in the Southland 
where beards are far from being a novelty. 

He was traveling to Aiken, South Carolina, on this 
hot summer's day in order to sing at the Bar Mitzvah 
of the son of the Tuvalskys, one of the most prom- 
inent as well as the richest of the half dozen Jewish 
families in town. But now, faint with fatigue and 
nausea, he regretted the entire enterprise. 

Why should he, a man nearing his seventieth 
year, want to run to every rich man’s house, to enter- 
tain over-fed and over-amused men and women? His 
family could well get along without the generous 
check that Tuvalsky would send after a few weeks 
in payment for the Cantor’s singing. His wife—she 
was his second, he having married her when close to 
fifty, some time after his arrival in America—was 
earning more than enough in her big ready-to-wear 
and second-hand clothes shop. And he too was 
drawing his regular salary from the community; so, 
what was the need of it all? 

But his wife never said “Enough!” as if she ex- 
pected to live forever, or at least survive him by many 
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years. And Reb Zemach was mortally afraid of dis- 
obeying his wife, his junior by quite a few years. 

In order to make certain that he would go to the 
Tuvalskys she had sent their only son, Gerald,—his 
children by his first wife were all married by this 
time—along with him on his trip. For it had hap- 
pened more than once that when Reb Zemach would 
receive an out-of-town call he would find some excuse 
or other to return home in the evening empty-handed. 
His usual excuse would be that he had lost his way. 

On either side of the brightly burnished rails were 
low-lying fields in which cotton was ripening. Pale, 
vanilla-colored or rose-colored cotton plants peeped 
out of sandy leaves on the low stalks. 

Negro shacks, old decaying roofs, dark holes of 
paneless windows, partly nailed up with boards or 
with cardboard, appeared bleakly here and there in 
the fields. 

For miles and miles ahead lay the bright shimmer 
of the rails in the hot Southern mid-summer sun. Reb 
Zemach’s discomfort increased by leaps and bounds. 

If he could sit down for a while! When father and 
son had boarded the car at Savannah the Jim Crow 
section of the car had been practically empty. Of 
course, not one of the passengers in the crowded 
white section would have dreamt of entering that 
section. No one but himself, that is. But he recalled 
his son’s warning on a previous occasion. “Father,” 
he had said to him, “if you dare go in there, I'll run 
away from town!” 

The elderly Reb Zemach never could quite under- 
stand where his son had gotten his bitter preju- 
dice against the negroes. What, after all, had he 
against them? A nice, quiet and ‘well-behaved 
people they were, never harming anyone. Everyone 
was more than anxious to do business with them. 
Practically the entire turn-over of his own ready-to- 
wear and second-hand clothes business came from 
them. Why, then, his son’s silly overweening pride? 

The thick eyebrow brushes raised themselves with 
some difficulty over the elderly man’s lustreless old 
brown eyes. Gerald was standing by him, observing 
him with a partly worried and partly strange expres- 
sion. He was alert and watchful. Zemach couldn't 
tell whether to lend him support in case he grew faint, 
or to bar his passage should he move towards the Jim 
Crow section of the car. 

Tall and lanky, eyes with a tiny green flame burn- 
ing in them, a sprouting “Chaplin” moustache and 
bony facial features—how did he ever come to have 
such a son? This wasn’t the first time that he had asked 
himself this question. He was even worse than a 
Gentile! In the Old Country, Reb Zemach recalled, 
the Gentiles never disdained to ride in the same car 
with Jews unless they happened to be Government 
officials or noblemen who bought first-class passage, 
while this fellow here—! 
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The thick eye-brushes were lowered once again. 
Yes, he was a strange son, resembling even in his 
outward appearance the local “Southern Gentlemen” 
type. Soon he reopened his tired eyes, however. 

With a terrific screeching of the wheels against 
the rails the big car came to a sudden stop. All the 
passengers fell forward in one horizontal heap. An 
overpowering odor of cheap gasoline invaded the car. 
The old man’s head lurched forward and hit a metal 
doorpost. 

Someone—it must have been Gerald—grabbed 
hold of his arm. The old man glanced at him through 
glassy eyes and hastily withdrew his arms. Suddenly, 
as if he had just thrown off his chains, he rushed 
through the part of the car reserved for the white 
folks and made his way to the forward part, the Jim 
Crow part. 

Everyone in the white section stared at him in 
mute astonishment, but no one stirred from his place. 

The Jim Crow wasn’t quite as empty now as it had 
been at the earlier part of the journey, but the Negro 
passengers made room for him. Tender and loving 
hands were supporting him. 

“Sit down, father!” someone said. 

Reb Zemach let his undersized, compact body drop 
like a heavy sack into a vacant seat. With a cough he 
threw back his head and relaxed, falling into a semi- 
wakeful attitude. He was beginning to feel easier 
and easier every minute. 

His wide-brimmed rabbinical hat rolled off his 
head. A dark-brown hand with a pale palm picked it 
up and brushed it off carefully. Reb Zemach awoke 
much later when another Negro hand touched him 
gently. 
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“Wake up, father! Last stop! Aiken!” 

Father and son left the car through separate exits, 
the one through the Negro and the other through the 
White exit. 

Gerald, as if trying desperately to escape his shame, 
skipped lightly through the small- sun-bathed town 
square in which several youths were sitting in the 
shade of a huge plantation tree and drawling sleepily. 

“The old Bill Bailey 
Played the Ukelele...” 

Reb Zemach dragged his tired feet in the direction 
of the low and balloon-shaped palmettoes resembling 
two elephant trunks standing before the door of a fine 
mansion. It was the home of the Tuvalskys. 

In the distance he saw his son’s indignantly dis- 
appearing figure, that same son who never even 
thought of turning back to glance at his father. 
Zemach’s lips were murmuring silently. 

“Woe is me! And this is what I brought forth out 
of myself! ... This is my own son, brought forth out 
of my loins!” 
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THE POALE ZION CONVENTION 


HE 24TH NATIONAL CONVENTION of the Poale 

Zion, held in Syracuse November 4-8, was in many 
respects a departure from the usual form of conventions. 
Assembling for the first time since 1939, the Poale Zion 
were confronted with a world that differs vastly from that 
of only a few years ago, both on the general scene and in 
the specifically Jewish arena. 

The high point of the gathering was reached with the 
factual recitation of the plight of European Jewry by Dr. A. 
Koubovitzky, leader of the Belgian Poale Zion. Although 
the American Labor Zionists had never been afflicted with 
even temporary isolationism, the fresh report of the in- 
human Nazi program for exterminating the Jews served to 
quicken the pulse of the delegates, to whom tales of Jewish 
agony have been no novelty. The cries of anguish from 
Poland, Rumania, Czechoslovakia and other occupied terri- 
tories stirred the convention far more than any other 
themes, important as they may have been. 


To the old-timers who lived through World War I and 
had a part in mobilizing American Jewry for the Peace 
Conference, this note brought back memories of the past, 
when men like Justice Brandeis, Louis Marshall, Pinchas 
Rutenberg, Nachman Syrkin and Ber Borochov arose to 
fight for Jewish rights and rehabilitation and launched the 
Jewish Congress and for the first time placed the demands 
of our people before the world powers. That most of these 
efforts were of no avail, that most of the rights and assur- 
ances that came out of Versailles afe but faint echoes of the 
past, is only a sad commentary on a world that could have 
become civilized but chose to become mad. 

As though timed by Providence to the split second, news 
of the American invasion of Africa was brought to the con- 
vention floor just as the general debate on a thoroughgoing 
reorganization of the Labor Zionist movement was to be 
opened. Baruch Zuckerman, Poale Zion veteran and firm 
believer in mass action by American Jewry, placed before 
the convention a far-reaching proposal to streamline the 
organizational framework of the movement in keeping 
with the needs of the war and post-war period. According 
to this plan, the Poale Zion are to share their political pre- 
rogatives with the other sections of the Labor Zionist 
family, namely, the Jewish National Workers’ Alliance, 
Pioneer Women’s Organization, and Habonim. For the 
duration, an Actions Committee with full power to plan 
and act in behalf of the whole movement is to be set up by 
an extraordinary convention to be held in the early Spring 
of 1943. The Actions Committee would concern itself with 
all political matters pertaining to Jews throughout the 
world and Palestine, with relief of destitute Jewish com- 
munities, and the mobilization of American Jewry to im- 
plement this program. The full force of the 30,000 organ- 
ized Labor Zionists would be thrown into this task, and 
make good where other bodies have failed through lack of 
vision or initiative. The Labor Zionist movement would 
rise in its full stature to do that which other bodies, wilfully 
or otherwise, have avoided: to wit, bring a comprehensive 
post-war program for World Jewry before the American 
Jewish public and enlist their popular support, rather than 
leave matters in the hands of traditional “shtadlanim.” 

Spurred on by the gravity of the situation, a situation 
which is more grave than American Jewry yet appreciates, 
the Poale Zion have revived their long dormant ambition 
to “conquer the communities” (to use an old Herzlian 
slogan) and lead it to a planned, organized, vitalized future. 
Whether this dream, recalling the era of World War I, will 
be realized, remains to be seen. 


In keeping with the desire to adjust the organizational 
apparatus of the Labor Zionist movement to changing con- 
ditions, the Convention gave serious consideration, for the 
first time in a decade, to expanding the Party numerically. 
While hosts of Labor Zionists abound throughout 
America, their official attachment to the movement has 
never been a point that received attention. This anomaly 
was seen by many delegates to jeopardize the prominent 
role held hitherto by the Poale Zion by virtue of the 
ideological strength of the movement and its leaders. As an 
initial step toward rectifying this organizational lag, the 
Convention adopted a quota of 10,000 new members. 


To the average outsider, the foregoing consideration of 
seemingly minor technical matters may seem out of place in 
a world at total war. Nevertheless for a movement in which 
each individual is a politically ripened member and exerts 
an influence in his community far beyond the numerical 
strength of his local group because of his deep-rooted Jew- 
ish consciousness and loyalty, the decision was not an easy 
one to make. There is the constant danger of diluting the 
quality for the sake of quantity. The verdict, in this case 
too, will be rendered by time alone. 

The major political addresses delivered at the convention 
dealt with the future of the Jews among the nations and as 
a nation in their own right. Hayim Greenberg struck the 
keynote with his opening remarks at the public meeting at 
the Hotel Syracuse, when he declared that the colossal 
dimensions of the world tragedy exceeded all predictions, 
and scored the world powers who stood aside a decade 
ago when Jewry was being undermined by Hitler. Now, 
they pay with the lives of their own sons and daughters. 
The socialist movement, too, has not been able to stand up, 
but the ideals of democratic socialism remain as the true 
solution of better international relations. Neither pseudo- 
socialism nor even genuine socialism alone would auto- 
matically solve the Jewish problem without the establish- 
ment of a free Jewish commonwealth. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver called for the Jews to leave the 
centers of “tension, restlessness and revolution,’ and to 
avoid creating new diasporas which would be no better 
than the old. He admonished American Jewry to overthrow 
vain polemics and futile discussions, and concentrate on 
establishing a Jewish majority in Palestine. 

The report on the World Confederation of the Poale 
Zion was of particular interest inasmuch as it revealed that 
the labor wing in Zionism bore the burden of the move- 
ment in many European countries. An intensive under- 
ground effort is being carried on in conjunction with other 
anti-Axis groups, despite very hazardous conditions. At the 
spearhead of this work is the Hechalutz, which maintains 
contact with youth in training for eventual migration to 
Palestine. 

Dwelling on the wartime problems of Palestine, Israel 
Mereminski told of the retrenchments made by private 
capital which could not cope with emergency situations, 
primarily in the citrus industry. He stated that even with 
the best of intentions, private capital could not assure per- 
manent Jewish possession of land, and only national funds 
could guarantee that the creations of Jewish labor and sweat 
will remain permanently Jewish. The Histadrut associated 
itself with British and American labor, and all progressive 
elements seeking a truly democratic society, and the devel- 
opments of the war held out the hope that even the Russian 
workers would learn of Jewish social achievements. “It is 
good that Russian Jewry has remembered Bar Kochba and 
the Maccabees,” he said. “May they also become friends of 
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those who loyally continue that heroic tradition in 
Palestine.” 

The growing effectiveness of Labor Zionist youth work 
through Habonim was revealed in a succinct report by 
David Breslau, executive secretary of the organization. 
Despite the great drain made by the draft on youth leader- 
ship, and the retrogression experienced by other Zionist 
youth groups, Habonim have increased their membership 
and activities. The most important achievement of the year 
was the maintenance of nine Summer Kvutza camps for 
1,500 children. Contact has been maintained with hundreds 
of young men in the armed forces and with kindred organi- 
zations in English-speaking countries throughout the world. 
The youth movement retains at its core the Halutz idea, 
and its older members are purchasing war bonds which will 
later be used for financing their own Aliya to Palestine as 
pioneers, in the immediate post-war period. 

Typical of Poale Zion conventions, there were more 
“rank-and-file” delegates participating in the discussions 
than “ordained orators.” Common to all was a feeling that 
not enough had been done in the Zionist field, in the 
American Jewish community and in the general labor 
movement. Common to all was the feeling that the move- 
ment was passing through a period of change, and that new 
generating powers were being discovered within Poale 


Zion ranks 
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National Labor Committee for Palestine 
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18th Annual Convention 
Devoted to War Emergency 
Aid to Histadrut 


The 18th annual convention of the 
National Labor Committee for Pales- 
tine is about to open as we go to 
press. Commencing with an Oneg 
Shabbat Luncheon in honor of the 
3,000 delegates and guests at the Hotel 
Commodore, New York, on Saturday, 
November 28, the Convention will 
include a Labor Palestine Demonstra- 
tion the same evening at Carnegie Hall 
and business sessions all day Sunday 
at the Hotel Commodore. 

“HISTADRUT AND THE WAR 
EMERGENCY” is the keynote of the 
conclave that will officially launch the 
1942-43 Histadrut Campaign through- 
out the United States and Canada. Rep- 
resenting a cross-section of Zionist, 
labor and liberal circles, guests speak- 
ers scheduled at the Convention include 
Dr. Chaim Weizmann, Archibald Mc- 
Donald Gordon, labor attache of the 
British Embassy, Dr. Reinhold Nie- 
buhr, Matthew Woll, Vice-President 
A. F. of L. and others. 

The annual report of the national 
secretary, Isaac Hamlin, will cover the 
growth of the pro-Histadrut forces in 
America during the war period, both 
in funds raised and affiliated organiza- 
tions. Israel Mereminski, Histadrut 
delegate, is slated to present a full 
account of the Histadrut’s role in the 
war, and the uses made of American 
funds during the past year. 

Round Table discussions of the var- 
ious campaign divisions will be held 
on Saturday afternoon, including the 
Trade Union Division, Poale Zion, 
Jewish National Workers’ Alliance, 
Landsmanschaften Division, Pioneer 
Women’s Organizations, League for 
Labor Palestine, Workmen’s Circle Di- 
vision and the Youth Groups. 

A comprehensive report of the Con- 
vention will be presented in the next 
issue of JEWISH FRONTIER. 


1,122 Delegates at Midwest 
Convention; Chicago Adopts 
$100,000 Goal 


One of the most successful Labor 
Palestine gatherings in history was 
held in Chicago when 1,122 delegates 
attended the Midwest Convention there 
on October 25th. 349 organizations 
were officially represented. 

Israel Mereminski and Yehudit Sim- 
honit were principal speakers. Joseph 
Berman, financial secretary, reported 
that $62,000 had been raised in Chi- 
cago during 1941-42. The new cam- 
paign will be headed by a presidium 


of five, including Morris Bialis, Henry 
Dobow, Julius Ginsburg, Samuel Hol- 
land and Robert Wechsler. Dr. David 
Rebelsky was re-elected executive di- 
rector and Henry Lax, executive secre- 
tary. An administrative Committee of 
100 was elected, under the chairman- 
ship of Dr. Herman Pomrenze. 
Detroit Aims At 
$50,000 Quota 

With Isaac Hamlin participating in 
a special pre-campaign meeting of the 
Detroit Histadrut Committee, plans 
were laid to exceed the previous in- 
come of $35,000. The new quota of 
$50,000 for Detroit was adopted at a 
conference over which Morrie Shaver 


presided. 


Pittsburgh Drive Headed 
By Charles J. Rosenbloom 


Charles J. Rosenbloom, national 
treasurer of the United Palestine Ap- 
peal, has assumed the honorary chair- 
manship of the 1942 Pittsburgh His- 
tadrut drive, a post which he held last 
year. Judge Henry Ellenbogen is hon- 
orary vice-chairman of the committee 
which has adopted a quota of $10,000. 

At rallies of the campaign divisions 
during October and November the 
Histadrut program was expounded by 
Maurice Samuel, Joseph Schlossberg, 
Mrs. Israel Goldstein and Baruch Zuck- 
erman. Active chairman of the drive 
is Walter Burke, and Solomon Osher- 
off is executive secretary. 


Baruch Zuckerman 
On Pacific C oast 


Baruch Zuckerman, leading Labor 
Zionist, who has just returned from an 
extensive tour of South America, has 
assumed leadership of the Histadrut 
work on the Pacific Coast. En route to 
California, Chaver Zuckerman visited 
St. Louis, Chicago, Milwaukee, Denver 
and Salt Lake City. 

In Los Angeles, the initial meeting 
of the Trades Division was addressed 
by Rabbi Saul White of San Francisco 
on October 27th. 

Preliminary plans for the 1943 cam- 
paign were drawn up at the home of 
Charles Brown, chairman of the Los 
Angeles Histadrut Committee. Dr. 
Nathan Saltzman was chairman of the 
arrangements committee for the an- 
nual Conference slated for November 
21. Chairman of the organizations com- 
mittee was Joseph Steinberg, assisted 
by Henry Jenkins, Louis Tussman and 
Dena Surkis, vice-chairmen. Nathan 
Pessin is chairman of the Advance Con- 


‘tributions committee and Abraham 


Kraendis of the nominations commit- 
tee. Saadia Gelb, former director of the 
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Pacific Coast region, is actively helping 
get the new campaign machinery in 
order. 
Boston Begins Active Year 

With the Women’s Division chalk- 
ing up two successful affairs in Octo- 
ber, including an Oneg Shabbat with 
Marie Syrkin and a concert, initial ef- 
forts indicate that a substantial increase 
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will be achieved in Boston this year. 
The business men’s division will hear 
Rabbi Ira Eisenstein, leader of the Re- 
constructionist movement, on Decem- 
ber 3. Fred Monessen, Oscar Sterman, 
Morris Shapiro, Alex Shapiro, Frank 
Grossman and Maurice Gordon are 
prominent in the businessmen’s divi- 
sion. 

Moshe Levin, young Palestinian edu- 
cator, has been added to the field staff 
of the New England Region, assisting 
Abe Hamlin. 


Cleveland Drive 
Expands Base 


Under the dynamic leadership of 
field director Nahum Moxson, scores 
of new organizations have been added 
to the friends of Histadrut in Cleve- 
land. 

The drive was launched on October 
18th with Baruch Zuckerman as prin- 
cipal speaker. Rabbi Barnett Brickner, 
honorary chairman, Judge Louis Druck- 
er, honorary treasurer, and Dr. I. Mil- 
coff, chairman, have been instrumental 
in giving the drive a good start. 


BRIEFER NOTES: Minneapolis is 
winding up its drive with a substantial 
increase, according to Mayer Sesling, 
field director. . . . Israel Mereminski 
will tour Canada this winter. . . . The 
Maritime Provinces and the Far West 
have shown a 35 % increase over 1941. 

. . Histadrut Leagues have been 
formed in Ottawa and London, Ont. 
... Melech Grafstein is the indefatigu- 
able worker responsible for winning 
new friends and contributors. . . . Abra- 
ham Shurem, Canadian director is win- 
ning the West... . Winnipeg opens 
its campaign January 17th with Israel 
Mereminski as guest speaker. . . . Tor- 
onto confers on December 13 and 
opens drive January 24th. . . . David 
Wertheim opens drive in Ottawa on 
January 10th... . Philadelphia Chan- 
uka Festival is scheduled for December 
2nd at Academy of Music. . . . Henri 
Torres, defender of Schwartzbard and 
famous anti-Vichyite, will speak. .. . 
The Dallas Jewish Welfare Fund 
granted an increased allotment and 
Histadrut Council gains strength under 
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leadership of Herman Taubman and 
Jacob Levin. . .. New York Laadsman- 
chaften heard Judge Samuel S$. Leib- 
owitz present strong case for Histadrut. 
. . . Sol Low heads new businessmen’s 
division. . . . B’nai B'rith Lodge spon- 
sored Histadrut Night in Paterson, 
N. J., November 23rd, with Maurice 
Samuel speaking and “They Build and 
Defend” talkie as second feature. . . . 
New Jersey State Histadrut Commit- 
tee, headed by Prof. Jacob S. Joffe, has 
adopted a $35,000 quota. . . . The St. 
Louis campaign is heading for a glor- 
ious wind-up on December 13th with 
Dr. Solomon Goldman as speaker and 
Sidor Belarsky presenting Hebrew folk 
songs. . . . Menashe Jick is chairman 
of the St. Louis committee, and A. H. 
Kushinksy is director. 





Seminary Dedication Dinner 


The Jewish Teachers Seminary and 
People’s University is celebrating the 
dedication of its new building on 
Saturday evening, December Sth, 1942. 

In existence for 24 years, the Sem- 
inary was primarily a training school 
for Jewish teachers. The new program 
will provide a general Jewish educa- 
tion as well, for men and women. 


The school is now housed in a superb 
building at 154 East 70th Street which 
was acquired in June of this year. 
There, the Seminary plans to expand 
its educational activities; it will grad- 
ually be transformed into a Jewish 
College and will make full use of the 
charter granted to it by the New York 
State Legislature. 


Plans are now in order to establish a 
general reference library, a Palestine 
Study Room and a room devoted to 
Judaica-Americana. The building has 
an auditorium highly suitable for lec- 
tures, symposia and concerts. The 
Seminary has an ambitious program 
and it is no light undertaking under 
present conditions. It is, however, a 
Jewish policy to build in critical times. 

Friends are rallying to the support 
of the Seminary and are forming a 
Co-founders Association consisting of 
members from all parts of the coun- 
try. The Seminary is proud to have 
Professor Albert Einstein as the Honor- 
ary Chairman of its Board of Sponsors. 

The Dinner on Saturday evening, 
December Sth, at the Riverside Plaza 
Hotel, 153 West 73rd Street, is being 
held to celebrate the installation of the 
Seminary in its new home. Many inter- 
esting speakers of the academic world 
will be present. Reservations close on 
December 3rd. Tickets may be ob- 
tained from the Jewish Teachers Sem- 
inary office, 154 E. 70th Street by 
phone (RHinelander 4-4580) or in 
writing. 
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League for Labor Palestine 


TN 


Professor Albert Einstein and 
Senator Robert F. Wagner 
Join League Sponsors 

The organization of a National 
Committee of Sponsors for the League 
for Labor Palestine has been initiated. 
Professor Albert Einstein, who has 
long expressed a keen sympathy for the 
work of the Histadrut, has expressed 
his willingness to serve as a sponsor. 
Senator Robert F. Wagner, who holds 
the unchallenged position as the friend 
of all Labor and liberal causes, has ex- 
pressed his readiness to act as a sponsor 
for our organization. Thus, with these 
two outstanding personalities, the 
completion of the list of sponsors 
promises to bring national status to the 
League for Labor Palestine. 


Utrecht Chapter Hears 
Irma Lindheim 

Approximately one hundred people, 
most of them teachers in Brook- 
lyn schools, had the occasion to hear an 
inspiring talk by the prominent leader 
of Labor Palestine, Mrs. Irma Lind- 
heim. Mrs. Lindheim delivered a mov- 
ing talk on the subject of “Youth and 
the Land.” The meeting was planned 
and prepared by a Committee of the 
Utrecht Chapter, headed by its Chair- 
man, Barnet Cohen, with the aid of 
Rabbi N. Frishberg and Hyman Kisch. 


Bronx Chapter 
Hears Isaac Imber 

Under the combined leadership of 
such ardent workers as Philip Tannor, 
Dr. H. Grushkin and Dr. M. Lavey, a 
broad program of activities, looking 
towards the expansion of the League, 
has been formulated. In line with this 
plan, a number of large meetings will 
be promoted. 

In an auspicious start at Wilkins 
Hall, a large number of people gath- 
ered to hear an evaluation of the poli- 
tical situation after twenty-five years of 
the Balfour Declaration. The guest 
speaker was the dynamic leader of 
Zionist affairs, Isaac Imber. 


Other Events In Brief 

The Field Director visited Wash- 
ington, D. C., and met with the chap- 
ter as well as with the Executive Com- 
mittee at the home of the Chairman, 
Mrs. Cynthia Ullman . . . Two meet- 
ings in Philadelphia resulted in a 
promising plan of activity . . . The 
Newark Chapter elected officers and 
heard a message from Ellis Radinsky. 
. . . The League sent fraternal greet- 
ings to the Poale Zion Convention in 
Syracuse and a few informal talks were 
held with officers of the Syracuse 
Chapter . . . Baruch Zuckerman ad- 


dressed the student body of the Heb- 


rew Union College in Cincinnati as a 
guest of the Mann-Diesendruck Chap- 
ter of that institution . . . Samuel 
Duker, National Vice-President, de- 
livered talks to the Manhattan and the 
Social Workers’ Chapters on the ques- 
tion of the Referendum . . . The Social 
Workers’ Chapter in Chicago, which 
was recently organized, has sent in its 
first membership dues and plans a 
meeting with Maurice Samuel on 
December 12 . . . The Rochester Chap- 
ter has made plans for a broad program 
of activities and is now engaged in col- 
lecting dues to affiliate with the 
National Office .. . The Albany Park 
Chapter in Chicago has taken an active 
part in the preparation of the Geverk- 
shaften Campaign in that city... 
Baltimore has taken a commanding 
lead in the activities for sustaining 
membership . . . The Executive Com- 
mittee of the A. D. Gordon Chapter of 
Albany, New York, met with the Field 
Director to plan the year’s activity . . . 
Sidney Greenberg of Syracuse has been 


added to the National Administrative 
Committee ... We learn from Canada 
that the Ottawa Chapter of the League 
has planned a year of intensive activity 
and is opening a League Center in that 
city on November 29 .. . The Hartford 
Chapter is planning an elaborate pro- 
gram for December 14, which will 
bring to that city a revival of two 
classics of the screen, Green Fields in 
Yiddish and Emile Zola in English... 
Detroit has already taken initial steps 
in their fund-raising plans for the year. 
This was reported by Morris Lieber- 
man when he attended the last Admin- 
istrative Committee meeting . . . The 
Minneapolis Chapter, under the lead- 
ership of such devoted members as Dr. 
Fred Brown, Dr. Moses, Levine and 
Rabbi Abraham Millgram, has already 
conducted a number of very interesting 
meetings with speakers' like Helen 
Samuels Stein, I. Mereminski and M. 
Sesling . . . Rabbi David Polish of 
Waterbury, Conn., was guest speaker 
at a meeting of the Hartford Chapter. 
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A Call 


From the LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 
to Liberals and Progressives 


e The plight of Jews in Europe, so faithfully reflected in the November 
issue of the JEWISH FRONTIER, makes it imperative that all Jews 
become identified with a constructive program geared for action. 

e The League for Labor Palestine urges all liberal and progressive Jews 
to join with them in the support of the program of the Histadrut. 

e The Histadrut becomes the essential force in preparing Palestine for 
the absorption of hundreds of thousands of Jews after the war. 

e The social and political achievements and ideology of the Histadrut 
can well be an inspiration to all countries after the war. 

e For Jews who have a concern about the plight of their brethren and 
an interest in the development of a just social order, the LEAGUE 
FOR LABOR PALESTINE offers the proper vehicle for study and 


SIGNIFY YOUR INTEREST AND JOIN WITH US 
| am interested in membership in the League for 


Labor Palestine ; oO 
| am interested in receiving further information oO 
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ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO THE JEWISH FRONTIER 
IS INCLUDED IN ALL MEMBERSHIPS 


LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 


"Zionist aspirations, it seems to me, deserve a more generous support than they have 
been accorded by liberal and democratic groups to Western Countries." 
—REINHOLD NIEBUHR, "The Nation," February 28, 1942. 
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Dedication Dinner 


of the 


Jewish College-Teachers 
Seminary Building 
Saturday, December 5th, 7:30 P.M. 


at 
RIVERSIDE PLAZA 
253 West 73rd Street New York City 


In this new home the institute will be gradu- 
ally transformed into a Jewish College, thus 
making full use of the Charter, granted by 
a special act of the New York Legislature. 


Reservations close December 3, 1942 
$15.00 PER PERSON, $25.00 COUPLE 
& 


For reservations, please write to 


JEWISH TEACHERS SEMINARY 


154 EAST 70th STREET NEW YORK CITY 
or Phone RHinelander 4-4580 
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BUY ZIONIST BOOKS 


.-. and Send Them to the 
Boys in the Armed Forces 


Help Us To Keep Them Informed and In 
HIGH ZIONIST SPIRIT 


A LIST OF MUST BOOKS 


(C Excerpts from C) Ancient Aliyot .. $ .35 
Herzi’s Diaries . . $1.00 By Prof. Cecil Roth 
“The ‘diaries’ expose to The history of past 
the English reader the movements toward Pal- 
innermost operations of estine as described by 
Herzl’s mind and soul. one of the foremost 
Steinberg Rabbi Milton hg historians of to- 
C1] Max Nordau 
To His People... 2.50 [] FederatedPalestine .50 
A SUMMONS AND A By Bernard A. Rosenblatt 
cna aig ac The An important contribu- 
ordau Congressional tion toward the solution 
addresses are refreshing. at ae ink the eet ob: 
( Outline of stinate problems. It de- 
Zionist History.. 1.50 serves the careful study 
By Lotta Levensorn of all who love Zion. 
Describing one of the 
romantic among the na- [) The Ideal of the 
tional revivals of the Jewi 
; ewish PrayerBook 1.75 
19th century. It covers By Prof. Simon Greenberg 


the period from the time 3 
of the French Revolu- The author makes the 
great ethical and moral 


tion to the present day. . ° 
‘ teachings of Judaism 
( Menahem Ussishkin, contained in the Prayer 
His Life and Work 2.00 book clear and intelli- 
By Prof. Joseph Klausner gible to everyone. 
A biography of the late * 
alice ak dhe Wows C) Art In Palestine -- 1.50 
Zionist Action Commit- By Elias Newman 
tee and president of the A treasury for every 
Jewish National Fund. one’s library. 


Total price for the 8 books, $11.10. The price will be $10.00 

for those who order the complete set of 8 books, which we 

will mail to mergbers in the armed forces. Postage prepaid. 
Send check with order. 
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400 exciting pages of stories, pictures, and articles, 
with fascinating facts on Jewish history, religion, 
and culture, a survey of the year’s leading events, of 
progress on stage, screen and radio, articles by out- 
standing Jewish thinkers like Albert Einstein, Chaim 
Weizmann, Lion Feuchtwanger, Sholem Asch, and 
Waldo Frank, as well as lighter articles on beauty, 
fashion, and household care, make the ALMANAC a 
veritable storehouse of practical knowledge, invalu- 
able to every American Jewish home. Listings of 
leading Jewish organizations and congregations, and 
tables of statistics on Jews here and abroad, add to 
the reference value of the book. 

Once you own a JEWISH Famity ALMANAC 

You'll be a Subscriber for life ! 


Be sure to order your copy without delay. 


ALMANAC | 


“1943. ~ 5703 


A Fascinating Book 


The enthusiastic welcome 
given the JEwisH FaMILy AL- 
MANAC 1943 by leading Jews 
and non-Jews throughout the 
country makes it certain that 
here is a book which every 
: American interested in Jewish | 
4 problems will want to own. | 
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(10c east, 15c west of Mississippi.) 


Name. 





Address 


(PLEASE PRINT PLAINLY) 
































JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ 


ALLIANCE 


Branch 100 


Greets the 
Eighteenth Convention 
of the 








GEWERKSHAFTEN CAMPAIGN 


and pledges its full support. 


J. YABLON, Chairman of Executive 


J. BLUM, Financial Secretary 


M. DWORMAN, Recording Secretary 


DR. A. MARGULIS, Treasurer 

















DECEMBER, 1942 


PIONEER WOMEN’S 
ORGANIZATION 


TUE 





On the Home Front 


In line with the Pioneer Women’s 
program for civilian defense and the 
home front, the National Executive 
proclaimed November as Blood Don- 
ors’ Month, urging clubs to arrange for 
group apointments with the Red Cross, 
thus stressing the importance of this 
phase of the war effort. 


At the same time all other phases 
of war work have been stimulated, such 
as the continued sale of War Savings 
Bonds which has reached a total of 
over $150,000, assistance to the U.S.O., 
Red Cross, air raid precaution services, 
etc. 

Following the decision of the Na- 
tional Executive to participate in the 
United Jewish War Effort on behalf 
of the United Nations and particularly 
Great Britain, Russia and China, 
through the American Jewish Con- 
gress, it was decided to raise $10,000 
as Pioneer Women’s contribution to 
the drive. 


$15,000 Sent to 
W orking Women’s Council 
During November $15,000 was 
cabled to the Moatzath Hapoaloth to 
meet the ever-increasing needs for the 
training of women in defense and in- 
dustry in Palestine, the preparation of 
adolescent girls for their role in the 
war effort and expanded social services 
of children. 


Membership Month 
Outstanding Success 

As a result of intensive organization- 
al activities conducted throughout 
Membership Month, October, 15 new 
clubs were organized in various sec- 
tions of the United States and Canada 
and a large number of new members 
enrolled in existing clubs. The drive 
was an outstanding success due to the 
devoted work of field workers, regional 
representatives and members of the 
National Executive who toured and 
visited Jewish communities and 
Pioneer Women’s clubs in every part 
of the country. To highlight the aims 
and achievements of the organization, 
Pioneer Women’s Day was observed by 
clubs during the latter half of the 
month. 
Yehudith Simchonit 
On Pacific Coast 

Yehudith Simchonit, Palestinian del- 
egate of the Pioneer Women’s Organ- 
ization, is now making her farewell 
tour preliminary to her return to Pal- 
estine. She is now on the Pacific Coast 
where her itinerary for December in- 
cludes: San Francisco— November 
29th—December Ist; 


cember 2-3; Berkeley (Hillel Founda- 
tion)—December 4; Petaluma—De- 
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THE GLORY OF DEMOCRACY 


Tee sacrifices that are needed in order to win the war are apparent 


to us all. 


The Treasury’s appeals to buy War Bonds, the Government's pleas to 
conserve gas and rubber, the economies required to avoid inflation, the 
necessity of rationing many essential commodities—all these have become 


vital in the minds of our people. 


Necessity has awakened us, not only to the size of the task before us, 
but to the fact that our future as a nation is at stake; and in characteristic 


fashion we-all are responding. 


Our hearts speak, our purses are open wide; and regardless of creed 
or color or political convictions, our honest differences of opinion are being 
dissipated before the issue that confronts us. 

This is the glory of democracy; that a man may iti as he will, 
speak as he will, vote as he will, and worship God in his own way: yet in 
the hour of peril to the State, that which is for the greatest good of all 
is not only his most compelling thought but the strongest prompting of 


his heart. 


In that hour his thought is no longer of himself but of his country; 
and it is as though his soul were crying out those memorable words of 
Plato: “Man was not born for himself alone but for his country.” 


BUY WAR BONDS 


Lefivwivrs, ‘ital 


INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS MACHINES CORPORATION 








Oakland—De- . 





cember 5; Los Angeles—December 7- 
13. (She had spent two weeks in Los 
Angeles in November). Earlier in the 
season she visited Providence, Port- 
land, Philadelphia, Detroit, Chicago, 
St. Louis and Milwaukee. 


Intra City Conferences 

Preliminary to the 1942-43 season 
intra-city conferences were held in 
Chicago, where Sara Feder represented 
the National Executive and in Phil- 
adelphia, where Yehudith Simchonit 
was the guest speaker and Dvorah 
Rothbard participated on behalf of the 
National Executive. 


Representation at Conferences 


The Pioneer Women’s Organization 
was represented at all major Labor- 
Zionist and Zionist conventions and 
conferences held recently, including 
the Poale Zion—Zeire Zion Conven- 
tion, held in Syracuse Nov. 4-8 by: 
Dvorah Rothbard, who greeted the 
Convention, Sarah Feder, Leah Brown, 
Bert Goldstein—for the National Ex- 
ecutive; Rose Kaufman of Cleveland, 
Regional Representative of the Na- 
tional Executive. Yehudith Simchonit 
spoke at the Oneg Shabbat. Pioneer 
Women also came as delegates from 
New York, Philadelphia, Syracuse, 
Rochester and Toronto. 

At the Zionist Convention held in 


New York, October 14-18, Dvorah 
Rothbard represented the National Ex- 
ecutive. She also greeted the Hadassah 
and Mizrachi Conventions on behalf of 
the Executive. 

The National Executive also sent 
the following delegates to the United 
Jewish War Efforts Conference, held 
in New York on November ' Ist: 
Dvorah Rothbard, Blanche Mogil, An- 
na Schlossberg and Anna Waxberg. 


$45,000 Raised for the 
Jewish National Fund 


During the 1941-42 season, ending 
September 30th, Pioneer Women’s 
clubs raised $45,000 for the Jewish 
National Fund, $25,000 in excess of 
the quota adopted for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 1942. The most 
recent project of the Pioneer Women’s 
Organization on behalf of the Jewish 
National Fund, adopted at the last 
national convention, is the reclamation 
of a tract of 2,000 dunam in the pro- 
posed Louis D. Brandeis Colony. 


Balfour Day Celebrations 

Balfour Day was observed by clubs 
throughout the month of November in 
order to bring to the forefront 25 years 
of achievements in Palestine since the 
Balfour Declaration was issued. Special 
materials were sent to the clubs for 
the purpose. 
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The National Executive 
and the Clubs of the 


Pioneer Women's 
Organization 


extend heartiest greetings to the delegates of the 
Eighteenth Convention of the 


NATIONAL LABOR COMMITTEE 


for Palestine 


The Pioneer Women's Organization salutes 
the chaverim and chaverot of the 


HISTADRUT and MOATZAT HAPOALOT 


and pledges its support to the upbuilding 
of a Jewish Labor Commonwealth 


DVORA ROTHBART 


JEWISH FRONTIER 











National Secretary 
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DRESS & WAIST PRESSERS’ 
LOCAL 60, I.L.G.W.U. 


242 WEST 36th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 


Extends its warmest greetings to the 
Eighteenth Convention of the 


National Labor Committee 
for Palestine 


In this critical hour in Jewish history we 
will do our utmost to aid the Histadrut 
in the achievement of its great tasks. 


MAX COHEN, Manager 
I. WASILEVSKY, Chairman 























For the Youngsters— 


| HOTEL ALPINE 


300 Lexington Ave. at 3rd St. 
LAKEWOOD, N. J. 


Modern - Fireproof - Dietary 
Laws - Excellent Meals 
MRS. T. WEISS 
Phone Lakewood 979 


Summer Season: 





HOTEL ALPINE NEW JEFFERSON HOTEL 
Bradley Beach, N. J. Saratoga Springs 


MAPLE VILLA 


104 Lexington Avenue 
LAKEWOOD 
Homelike - Modern - Excel- 
lent Meals - Dietary Laws 
Reasonable Rates 
FANNIE Marcon, Prop. 
€ 


Summer Season: 
































VINEYARD LODGE 


Kingston 3430 
ULSTER PARK, N. Y. 


Charming, modern 200-acre grape and 
fruit farm. Tennis, handball, boating, 
swimming, woodland trails, sunbaths, 
well balanced meals, farm grown 


vegetables. Adults. $20.00 weekly. 
OPEN ALL YEAR 

















BRENTWOOD HoTEL | 


715 Princeton Avenue 


LAKEWOOD, N. J. 


Modern in every respect, home- 
like surroundings. Excellent 
meals. Dietary Laws strictly 


observed. 
GaBeL & SILVERMAN 


Summer Resort: 


Bradley Beach, N. J. 














The Story of Man 


IN THE BEGINNING 
By SHOLEM ASCH 


Recorded on 3 records with pictures 
and complete text of 6 Old Testament 
Tales. Included in the Album: Adam, 
Eve, Noah and the Ark, Tower of 


Babel, Abraham, How Abraham Came 


ASCH RECORDS 


Phone: BRyant 9-3137 








To Know God. Price, $3.15 


117 WEST 46th ST. NEW YORK 

















Greetings... 


M. HANDELSMAN 
ELIZABETH, N. J. 








Dental Surgeon 


is now located at 


1160 Eastern Parkway 
near Utica Avenue 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 


DENTIST TO J.N.W.A. 














DR. LOUIS A. FRIEDMAN 


SL 6-6868 Hours: 1-8 











BY eRe e eee ees 
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Grootings to Jowish Labor In Palestine 





A. D. Cohen Co. 


Incorporated 


48 WEST 37th STREET 


NEW YORK CITY 





Greetings to... 


Jewish Labor in Palestine 


from 


Mr. and Mrs. 
LAZARUS WHITE 


fy 





THE BLEECKER MFG. CO. 


PATSY CANTORE, President 


37 BLEECKER STREET NEW YORK CITY 





PRINCESS TOGS 


NEW YORK CITY 





NICHOLAS D’ALONZO 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 








GIULIO RANIERI CLOTHING CO. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 




















ee 


JEWISH FRONTIER 
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Greetings to Jewish Labor Jn Palestine 
ALBERT TURNER, Inc. COOPERMAN & KARP CLOTHING CO. 
e & 
NEW YORK CITY PAULSBORO, N. J. 
SUPREME ROMPER CO. 
THE GLUCKIN CORP. 
M. GOLDSTEIN, President 
° 34 WEST 34th STREET NEW YORK CITY 
NEW YORK CITY 
WM. P. GOLDMAN CLOTHING CO. 
JACOB SIEGEL 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
12 EAST 14th STREET NEW YORK CITY 





























HENRY & HARRY KRAKOFF 


NEW YORK CITY 








TOT NOVELTY CO. 


2402 ATLANTIC AVENUE BROOKLYN, N. Y. 








ZAMORE BROS. 


505 SACKMAN STREET BROOKLYN, N. Y. 





Greetings to the Histadrut in Palestine 


BRANCH 40, J. N. W. A. 
LAKEWOOD, N. J. 


SAMUEL BLUM, Secretary 





MODA COAT CO. 


804 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 





FELDER BROTHERS 


583 BROADWAY NEW YORK CITY 
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| vilneanieseniiaieamnatianenmmmmmmemane, 
| | | 
Greater New York | Children Jacket 
Coat Makers Makers’ Union 
Local 25 Local 10 
Amalgamated Clothing Amalgamated Clothing 








W orkers ae 


A. GRAFF, Chairman 


J. DORFMAN, Secretary D. ARONSON, Chairman 


THE NEW YORK JOINT BOARD 
OF THE AMALGAMATED CLOTH- 
ING WORKERS OF AMERICA 














Greets the 
HISTADRUT 


and the Delegates of the 18th Annual Convention 
of the National Labor Commitee for Palestine 
(Gewerkshaften Campaign) 


LOUIS HOLLANDER e JOSEPH CATALANOTTI 


Managers 


ABRAHAM MILLER, Secretary-Treasurer 














Pantsmakers’ 


. | Vestmakers’ 
Trade Board 


. Union 

Local 32 

| Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers 











Amalgamated Clothing 
‘ W orkers 













SAM REICH, Manager 
MAX MERER, Secretary 


M. BLUMENREICH, Manager 
H. NOVODOR, Secretary 

















JEWISH FRONTIER 


HEINZ 


All The Wealth Of Old-Fashioned Good- 
ness That Made Heinz Ready-to-Serve 
Soups So Populer. ts Concentrated in 
‘Three Delicious MEATLESS 
Condensed Soups! 





REAT your family to the most Pc eee 
Gj goer way downright satisfying New i _— 
soups you ever tasted. Brimming [RA HE! N 
with genuine home-made flavorand 
hearty nourishment! Cooked with Lh 


typical Heinz care and skill to the | VEGETABLE 


highest nutrition standards! And 


they're backed by months of \ SOUP i 


research, of thorough testing and \  WithouT MEAT 
checking,ofsampling and seasoning! 5h 57 dean 
4 HEINZ COMPANY 
Same Small-Batch Methods, 
ingredients And 73-Year 
Reputation. 


LOOK FOR THE@SEAL 


These three meatless 
Heinz Condensed Soups 
are approved by the 
UNION OF ORTHO- 
DOX JEWISH CON- 
GREGATIONS OF 
AMERICA and bear on 
the label the @ emblem of endorsement. 


Choose from 3 
2uich-ts-fix hinds 
Simply add equal amount of water (or 


milk preferred for cream soups) to the 
contents of container—heat—and serve! 


PAREVE 
Vegetarian Vegetable Soup 


MILCHIG 
Cream of Tomato Soup 
Cream of Green Pea Soup 


You Can Serve 20 Delicious Fluid Ounces 
From The Contents Of Every Container. 








